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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

6:37 P.M.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Good evening,3

ladies and gentlemen.  This is the public4

hearing of the Zoning Commission of the5

District of Columbia for Monday, July 2, 2007.6

My name is Carol Mitten.  And joining me this7

evening are Vice Chairman Anthony Hood and8

Commissioners Mike Turnbull and Greg Jeffries.9

The subject of this evening's10

hearing is Zoning Commission Case No. 07-1211

and this is a request by George Washington12

University for special exception relief13

pursuant to Sections 210 and 3104.1 of the14

Zoning regulations for approval to demolish15

the existing Pelham Hall and construct a new16

residence hall.17

The subject property is located at18

2100 Foxhall Road, N.W. and is known as Lot 5019

in Square 1374.20

Notice of today's hearing was21

published in the D.C. Register on April 20,22
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2007 and copies of that hearing announcement1

are available to you and they're in the wall2

bin by the door.3

This hearing will be conducted in4

accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR5

Section 3117 and the order of procedure will6

be as follows:  we'll take up any preliminary7

matters first and then we'll have the8

presentation of the Applicant's case; report9

by the Office of Planning; report by any other10

government agencies.  Then we'll have the11

report by the affected Advisory Neighborhood12

Commission which is ANC 3D.  Then we'll have13

organizations and persons in support;14

organizations, persons and parties in15

opposition.16

The following time constraints17

will be maintained in the hearing:  the18

Applicant will have 35 minutes; organizations19

will have 5 minutes; individuals will have 320

minutes.  The Commission intends to adhere to21

the time limits as strictly as possible in22
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order to hear the case in a reasonable period1

of time.  The Commission reserves the right to2

change the time limits for presentations, if3

necessary, and notes that no time shall be4

ceded.5

All persons appearing before the6

Commission are to fill out two witness cards7

and those cards are on the table by the door.8

Upon coming forward to speak to the9

Commission, we ask you to give both cards to10

the reporter who is sitting to our right. 11

Please be advised that the12

proceeding is being recorded by the court13

reporter and is also being webcast live.14

Accordingly, we ask you to refrain from making15

any disruptive noises during the hearing.16

When presenting information to the17

Commission, please turn on and speak into the18

microphone first stating your name and address19

and when you're finished speaking, please turn20

the microphone off.21

The decision of the Commission in22
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this case must be based exclusively on the1

public record and to avoid any appearance to2

the contrary, the Commission requests that3

persons present not engage the members of the4

Commission in conversation during a recess or5

at any other time and Ms. Schellin and Ms.6

Hanousek will be available throughout the7

hearing to answer any procedural questions you8

might have.9

Please turn off all beepers and10

cell phones at this time so as not to disrupt11

the proceeding.  And I'd ask that anyone who12

is planning on testifying this evening, if you13

would stand now, raise your right hand and Ms.14

Schellin will administer the oath.15

I direct your attention over here.16

(The witnesses were sworn.)17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you18

very much.  19

Ms. Schellin, did you have any20

preliminary matters?21

MS. SCHELLIN:  Just to advise that22
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we have received the affidavit of Maintenance.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.2

Unless I hear something to the contrary, I've3

been advised that Mr. Bradley's request for4

party status in this case has been withdrawn.5

Okay, I didn't hear anything to the contrary.6

And then we also have a late7

request from Mr. and Mrs. Steven Gardner on8

behalf of the W Street Neighbors requesting9

party status.  Ms. Dwyer, did you have a10

response to the late filing?11

MS. DWYER:  Thank you, Madam12

Chair.  We would oppose the request for party13

status.  As you've indicated, the request is14

not timely. We do not believe it meets the15

requirements in terms of setting forth the16

specific ways in which they are impacted.  We17

also believe that the interests are well18

represented by the ANC in this case and most19

importantly that the issues of concern are20

primarily campus plan issues and not related21

to this further processing application, so we22
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would oppose the request for party status.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.2

Colleagues, I concur with Ms. Dwyer's analysis3

of this.  I think first of all, the request4

for party status, these individuals have been5

engaged for quite some time in the6

conversation and they had ample time to avail7

themselves of making a timely request for8

party status and the submission does not9

articulate the ways in which they would10

warrant getting party status and I think their11

interests are well represented and we have a12

fair amount in the record about what their13

issues are and I think we can help resolve14

those.15

So I would move to deny the16

request from Mr. and Mrs. Gardner on behalf of17

the W Street Neighbors for party status and18

ask for a second.19

COMMISSIONER JEFFRIES:  Second.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Is there any21

discussion?22
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All those in favor, please say1

aye.2

(Chorus of ayes.)3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Those4

opposed, please say no.5

Ms. Schellin?6

MS. SCHELLIN:  Staff would record7

the vote four to zero to one to deny party8

status to Mr. and Mrs. Gardner.  Commissioner9

Mitten moving, Commissioner Jeffries10

seconding, Commissioners Hood and Turnbull in11

favor, Commissioner Parsons, not present, not12

voting.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Ms.14

Dwyer, we're ready whenever you are.15

MS. DWYER:  Good evening --16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I'm sorry,17

after you get started, we'll shut the lights18

off when you turn to the PowerPoint and19

there's little lights on your -- there's two20

lights on the table, so you might want to turn21

those on.  It will help a little bit.22
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MS. DWYER:  Yes, we were going to1

request that the lights be turned off so that2

we can see the PowerPoint.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  We anticipate4

everything after all these years.5

(Laughter.)6

MS. DWYER:  Good evening, for the7

record, Maureen Dwyer with Pillsbury Winthrop8

Shaw Pittman.  We are pleased to be here this9

evening to present this further processing10

application for a new residence hall on the11

Mount Vernon campus of George Washington12

University.13

As the witnesses will discuss,14

this project known as the Pelham Replacement15

Building was identified in the 2000 Mount16

Vernon campus plan and that plan remains in17

effect until December 31, 2010.  18

We are requesting a minor19

amendment to the plan in order to construct a20

residence hall approximately 20,000 square21

feet larger than identified in the plan.  No22
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change is proposed, however, to the overall1

campus FAR.  We are simply allocating2

additional space at this location.3

In all other respects, the4

application fully complies with all of the5

conditions of the 2000 campus plan and no6

variance or other relief is being requested.7

The students that will reside in the new8

residence hall are within the approved9

population caps for the campus.  10

Vehicular access to the campus11

continues to be restricted to Whitehaven12

Parkway and not W Street.  And the building13

design complies with the height limits and14

building setbacks approved under the campus15

plan.16

We are pleased this evening to17

have the support of both the Office of18

Planning and the D.C. Department of19

Transportation.  We are also pleased to have20

the support of ANC 3D with conditions and21

those conditions will be addressed in our22
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testimony.1

In addition, we have the support2

of many of our neighbors, including the3

Berkeley Terrace residents and St. Patrick's4

Episcopal School.  Copies of the agreements5

that have been reached with the neighbors are6

filed in the record.  Pursuant to those7

agreements, the University has agreed to a8

number of conditions concerning this building9

and we will include those conditions in our10

draft order on the case.11

While we do not have the support12

of the W Street Neighbors, the issues they13

raise are campus plan issues which will be14

addressed in the next campus plan in three15

years.  This is a further processing16

application this evening and we believe that17

we have addressed all of the issues regarding18

the use, design, location, and impacts of this19

building. 20

We have four witnesses this21

evening and we estimate that our presentation22
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will take within 35 minutes.  Alicia O'Neil,1

Director of Real Estate Operations at George2

Washington University will provide an overview3

of the project, how it meets the University's4

needs and will also discuss the community5

outreach process.  She will be followed by6

Steve Kleinrock, the architect, who will7

address the design of the project.  Art Bean,8

the Director of Project Management at George9

Washington University will be our third10

witness and he will address the history of the11

University's comprehensive stormwater12

management approach.13

The final witness will be Nicole14

White, principal with Symmetra Design15

Transportation Consultants and Nicole will16

address the design on the parking, traffic,17

and transportation issues.18

The resumes for Steve Kleinrock19

and Nicole White have been filed in the record20

and I would like them to be qualified as21

experts in their respective fields.  Both have22
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previously appeared before you and been so1

qualified.2

As I indicated, we have allowed or3

allocated 35 minutes for our presentation.4

You have copies of our PowerPoint and if there5

are no questions, I would like to proceed with6

our first witness.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Please go8

ahead.9

MS. O'NEIL:  Good evening.  My10

name is Alicia O'Neil and I'm the Director of11

Real Estate Operations at the George12

Washington University.  13

I am here tonight to provide you14

with information on the Mount Vernon campus,15

how this campus serves as an important port of16

the GW experience, the campus' current space17

needs, needs that have brought us here tonight18

to discuss the Pelham Replacement Project and19

the process through which the University has20

engaged our residential and institutional21

neighbors in discussions regarding this22
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project.1

Before I begin, let me take a2

moment to orient you to the campus and its3

surroundings.  The campus is bounded by Fox4

Hall Road to the east, Whitehaven Parkway to5

the south, Berkeley Terrace to the West, and6

W Street to the north.  The graphic is from7

the 2000 campus plan, and shows proposed8

development under the campus plan as well as9

the required set backs. The location of the10

Pelham Replacement Project is here, most11

closely adjacent to Whitehaven Parkway and12

Berkeley Terrace.  And as such, the potential13

impacts of the construction and occupancy of14

this building would most affect our proximate15

neighbors at those locations.16

The graphic also shows the17

proposed access road here which was18

contemplated in the 2000 campus plan and is19

proposed for implementation as part of this20

project.  There are no changes proposed to any21

other area of the campus as a part of this22
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application.1

The Mount Vernon campus provides a2

distinct undergraduate, residential, and3

academic program in a more traditional campus4

environment than is available on GW's Foggy5

Bottom campus.  The campus offers unique co-6

curricular academic programs including the7

Women's Leadership Program which is both an8

academic program of study as well as a living9

and learning community on the Mount Vernon10

campus.  The campus also provides athletic11

facilities including tennis courts, playing12

fields, and a swimming pool which is open to13

the GW community, as well as members of the14

neighborhood on a membership basis.15

The Mount Vernon campus is16

distinct from, yet complements the17

University's urban Foggy Bottom campus18

offering GW undergraduates additional living19

options as well as a range of academic20

facilities and student life opportunities.21

The campuses are connected through the Vernon22
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Express Shuttle which provides regular shuttle1

service between the Foggy Bottom and Mount2

Vernon campuses in order to meet the campus3

transportation needs of students, faculty,4

staff, and visitors.5

The existing Pelham Hall6

accommodates approximately 78 undergraduate7

students in a building that is comprised of8

approximately 30,000 square feet of gross9

floor area.  In the 2000 campus plan, a new10

development was contemplated to replace the11

existing Pelham facility.  The development was12

to include 70,000 square feet of gross floor13

area to be comprised of new student14

residential space, an executive training15

facility, and 100 underground parking spaces.16

As the University began to develop17

a plan for the redevelopment of Pelham Hall,18

we look to our current space requirements on19

the campus which included additional student20

housing and additional student support space21

to accommodate student meeting rooms, student22
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practice rooms and provide facilities for1

student organizations.2

Additionally, the University3

considered its longer term need for4

accommodating additional academic offerings on5

the Mount Vernon campus.  This evaluation was6

conducted within the framework of continuing7

to enhance the undergraduate living and8

learning environment on the Mount Vernon9

campus.  And ultimately, the result of this10

analysis is a plan for the Pelham Replacement11

Project that provides student housing and12

additional campus support space.13

Specifically, the Pelham14

Replacement Project consists of approximately15

92,761 square feet of gross floor area16

comprised of approximately 290 beds and below-17

grade residential campus life space, including18

building support space and a new campus dining19

facility.  The project also includes the20

construction of the access road that was21

called for in the 2000 campus plan.  The22
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project further enables GW to accommodate1

additional academic facilities on the campus2

in the future as GW will be able to transition3

the use of certain spaces around the campus4

quad to academic uses as some of this space5

will be vacated when various functions6

relocate to the Pelham building.7

The project does not include the8

executive training facility or 100 underground9

parking spaces that were contemplated for the10

building in the 2000 plan.  However, the11

campus will continue to offer a wide range of12

undergraduate and continuing education13

programs and conferences as it does today and14

as it's contemplated and permitted under the15

2000 campus plan.16

In order to accommodate this17

building, GW is requesting a campus plan18

amendment to reallocate approximately 22,76119

square feet of gross floor area from other20

campus plan projects to the Pelham Replacement21

Projects.  This would not increase the22
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previously approved campus density. It would1

simply reallocate that density within the2

campus.3

The University has engaged in4

ongoing dialogue with its residential and5

institutional neighbors regarding the Pelham6

Replacement Project which is summarized in7

Exhibit D of our prehearing submission.  This8

outreach has included updates at regularly9

quarterly community meetings, meetings which10

are conditions of the 2000 campus plan and11

have been successful at fostering ongoing12

dialogue between the University and its13

neighbors regarding campus issues.14

This outreach has included updates15

at five open community meetings regarding the16

Pelham project specifically.  These meetings17

were held between October 2006 and June 2007.18

They were widely advertised and included19

conversations on building design and program,20

among other issues.21

The University has also presented22
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this project to ANC 3D on May 2nd and June1

6th, 2007, and the ANC voted to conditionally2

support the project subject to conditions.  As3

to condition one, related to stormwater4

management, as Art Bean will discuss later in5

this presentation, the University has6

addressed stormwater impacts associated with7

this project and will include stormwater8

management as a component of the 2011 campus9

plan process.10

As to condition three related to11

landscaping buffers, the University has12

implemented the landscaping plan outlined in13

the 2000 campus plan subject to modifications14

for site conditions.  Additionally, GW is15

willing to continue to meet with members of16

the community regarding landscaping and17

increasing landscaping along W Street and18

Foxhall Road.19

As with respect to condition four20

regarding coming to an agreement with our W21

Street neighbors, the University has indeed22
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used our best efforts to come to an agreement1

with these neighbors regarding the project. 2

And finally, with respect to3

condition two, the University is not in4

agreement with the ANC's condition that GW5

deduct the additional Pelham density from the6

Hillside Residence Hall Development Site.  The7

University has agreed to deduct this density8

from the 2000 campus plan category of9

residential campus life athletic in which the10

Pelham project falls, but does not believe11

that it is necessary to commit to deduct this12

density from a specific campus site.  This13

amendment will result in less development on14

the remainder of the campus and as such, there15

is no additional impact on this site as a16

result of this agreement.17

Issues regarding density on other18

campus plan sites will be addressed as part of19

the campus planning process in the 2011 campus20

plan.21

In early 2007, GW engaged in22
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regular conversations with its Berkeley1

Terrace neighbors.  Those were most effected2

by the development, given its proximate campus3

location and came to an agreement with these4

neighbors in April 2007 which addressed5

building design, perimeter road activity,6

restrictions on future campus development and7

continued participation and dialogue.8

GW has also met with St. Patrick's9

School which is located on Whitehaven Parkway,10

immediately adjacent to the project site.  The11

University came to an agreement with St.12

Patrick's in June 2007 which addresses its use13

such as traffic control principles which are14

the basis for items included in Exhibit J of15

our prehearing submission, as well as issues16

regarding the ongoing operation of the17

secondary Whitehaven access road.18

And finally, GW has engaged in19

conversations with W Street neighbors20

regarding this project.  While these neighbors21

are not directly impacted by the Pelham22
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Project, they have sought GW's commitment to1

address larger campus plan issues at this2

time.  While GW has been willing to provide3

the W Street neighbors with certain4

protections beyond the term of the 2000 plan,5

we could not commit to others since the6

University has not yet begun the next campus7

planning process.  As a result, we have8

reached an impasse.  However, the University9

continues to be open to discussions with W10

Street neighbors and other neighbors regarding11

issues of ongoing concern either as a party of12

the quarterly community meeting process or on13

an ad hoc basis to address key issues and we14

hope that in three years we will be back15

before the Commission with a campus plan that16

includes the support of our W Street17

neighbors.18

Additionally, as a part of the St.19

Patrick's and Berkeley Terrace agreements, the20

University has committed to continue engaging21

in dialogue with our neighbors on various22
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topics of interest including traffic1

management, Pelham design modifications,2

construction issues and landscaping to name a3

few. 4

I would now like to have Steve5

Kleinrock with EYP Architects and Engineers6

present to the Commission information on the7

campus context and the proposed building.8

MR. KLEINROCK:  Good evening.  I9

am Steve Kleinrock, a principal and the10

creative director of EYP Architects and11

Engineers.  Tonight, I will be describing the12

planning and design of the Pelham replacement13

building that will be located on the Mount14

Vernon campus of the George Washington15

University.16

The Mount Vernon campus is located17

on Foxhall Road.  It is bounded on the north18

by W Street.  Whitehaven Parkway to the south.19

Berkeley Terrace to the west.  The surrounding20

neighborhoods include single family21

residential on the west and north and22
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institutional uses such as St. Patrick's1

Episcopal Day School and the Lab School.  The2

Field School is located on Foxhall Road just3

north of W Street.4

The Mount Vernon campus is5

characterized by gently sloping green open6

areas, playing fields, and an attractive7

landscape consisting of large deciduous and8

coniferous trees.  The mostly neo-Georgian9

architecture is characterized by brick10

buildings with sloped roofs, residential11

scale, double-hung windows, white trim, some12

ornamental elements such as bay windows.  The13

architecture is generally consistent in its14

scale, its architectural style and expression,15

creating a pleasant campus for GW students.16

The 2000 campus plan shows the17

proposed Pelham replacement building and the18

proposed access road.  So here's the proposed19

building and proposed access road.  Again, the20

Berkeley Terrace is located to the west, W21

Street to the north, I'm not going to try to22
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find it, Foxhall Road to the east, and1

Whitehaven Parkway to the south.2

Note that the proposed Pelham3

replacement building extends to the "do not4

disturb" line, so the "do not disturb" line5

and this corner of the proposed building in6

the 2000 campus plan touch.7

During the design process the8

design team met with many of GW's neighbors to9

near their concerns about the proposed10

project.  This illustration highlights many of11

the concerns that were discussed early on in12

the design process.  Our design approach is13

framed by many of these concerns.14

Let me take a minute to15

familiarize you with some of the issues.  It's16

difficult to read.  This is the existing17

perimeter road.  As part of the discussion we18

agreed to have one-way traffic on this road.19

There are existing five parking spaces which20

we eliminated from the road.  There is a21

concern about enhancing the landscape buffer22
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which is something that we've agreed to do.1

We've located the loading dock, access road2

and loading dock, emergency generator in this3

location, so that it's screened by the4

existing tennis courts and the proposed new5

building, so it's pretty much out of view.6

We've tried to locate all the7

campus activities to the front door to the new8

proposed building as facing the campus and9

away from the community.10

I need to reorient you because11

we've changed the north arrow.  So north is12

now to the left side of the page, so this is13

-- I always get turned around on my own -- so14

this is Foxhall, W Street, Berkeley Terrace,15

Whitehaven and Foxhall.16

The design that we are presenting17

this evening incorporates ideas that were a18

result of the many community meetings that we19

had.  Setbacks.  Not only does this design20

maintain the existing "do not disturb" area as21

set forth in the 2000 campus plan, the22
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proposed design is held further back from that1

zone to increase the distance between the2

western edge of the building and Berkeley3

Terrace.  Noise and light pollution were also4

a concern of the community.5

The design addresses these6

concerns in a number of ways.  Windows facing7

Berkeley Terrace and other residential8

neighborhoods are residential scale operable9

windows with stops that limit the amount that10

windows can open.  The design will also11

incorporate interior shades further reducing12

the amount of light emanating from student13

rooms.  Site lighting is limited to provide14

safe passage along a path of emergency egress15

and will be ballard-type lighting.  So right16

here, there's an emergency egress and that17

will be the only site lighting on the west18

side of the building.19

Additionally, mechanical equipment20

for the building will be located in the21

basement mechanical room and in the roof top22
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penthouses concealed under sloped roofs.  The1

emergency generator will be located near the2

loading dock between the existing tennis3

courts and the proposed new residential4

building.5

Additionally, and very6

importantly, the new building will have an7

entry courtyard that will focus student8

activity towards the campus and away from9

Berkeley Terrace.  The only door on the west10

side is the emergency egress which I just11

showed you.  Separate access to facilitate12

move in and move out is located on the13

southwest of the building and is screened from14

view and is actually at a lower -- at the --15

right here.  It's at a lower level.  The site16

is sloping away.17

Massing and building height.  The18

massing of the building is consistent with the19

massing of many of the existing buildings on20

campus.  The height of the building is as set21

forth in the 2000 campus plan.  The eave of22
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the proposed building does not exceed the1

height of the existing Pelham building.2

Exterior materials.  We propose to3

use brick that will be compatible with the4

brick of the existing buildings, the use of5

white trim and ornamental details, double-hung6

residential scale windows, bay windows and7

sloped roofs will be consistent with the8

architectural expression of the existing9

campus.10

As I noted before the footprint of11

the proposed building is similar to what was12

proposed in the 2000 campus plan.  What is13

different is that the building does not extend14

to the "do not disturb" zone.  The additional15

gross floor is achieved by extending small16

wings on the eastern most edges of the17

building so here and here, on the eastern most18

edge of the building, away from Berkeley19

Terrace.  Additionally, we lowered the north20

wing to three floors to further reduce the21

visual impact of the building as seen from22
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Berkeley Terrace.1

This is a partial first floor and2

landscape plan of the proposed building.  Note3

that the main entrance for students is located4

through a landscaped courtyard that is facing5

east.  We are using the natural topography of6

the site to further block the view of the7

building to the west and enhance landscaped8

buffer zone or augment the existing stand of9

mature trees along the west, north and south10

sides of the building.  These new plantings11

will create a dense, conifer screen affording12

both the neighbors and the campus more13

privacy.  It is the University's intent to14

save as many of the existing trees as15

possible.16

This image is what you'll see when17

standing on the existing perimeter road on the18

northwest side of the building.  Note that the19

hill and the existing stand of trees which20

will be enhanced with additional plantings21

will obscure most of the building.  Again, we22
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removed a floor from the north wing here in1

order to further reduce the building's visual2

impact on Berkeley Terrace.3

Also note the red line right here.4

This is actually represents the location of5

the existing Pelham building.  So you can see6

that we've pulled the building back further7

than where the existing Pelham building is8

currently located.9

This is the public view of the10

building looking north from Whitehaven11

Parkway.  The architectural expression and12

massing of the building is consistent with the13

existing campus buildings.  The access road14

will be mostly hidden from view by the15

existing and proposed new landscaping.  The16

proposed Pelham building is barely visible17

from W Street.  It's located here.18

And finally, this is the view of19

the proposed building from campus.  Notice the20

use of bay windows, ornamental elements that21

define -- it's hard to see in this drawing --22
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that define the entry courtyard and a1

combination of gable and hip roofs.  The2

material is brick.  Roofing and ornamental3

precast trim will match the buildings on4

campus.  The windows and exterior detailing5

will also match the existing campus context.6

The goal is to create something new that7

serves the needs of the campus while8

simultaneously continuing the understated neo-9

Georgia architectural legacy of the Mount10

Vernon campus.11

And finally, we have incorporated12

a minimum of 16 lead points in this project.13

In order to achieve that, we're looking at14

stormwater quality control, enhanced15

commissioning of energy systems, the use of16

re-used and recycled and regional materials17

and the use of low-emitting materials to18

improve indoor air quality.19

MR. BEAN:  Hello, my name is20

Arthur Bean.  I am the director of project21

management at the George Washington22
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University.1

When GW acquired the Mount Vernon2

campus in 1997, there was no comprehensive3

approach to stormwater management.  Stormwater4

at the Mount Vernon College followed two5

courses.  Water free flowed over the surface6

of the campus and drained towards the7

surrounding streets, here and here.8

Water also flowed in pipes that9

then carried the water to connections to the10

city's stormwater system to the west part of11

campus.  Here in this area.12

As part of the development of its13

first campus plan for the Mount Vernon campus14

in 1999, GW developed a comprehensive15

stormwater management approach in conjunction16

with DDOT and WASA.  17

Over the course of the existing18

campus plan, the University has implemented19

this approach for comprehensive stormwater20

management on its Mount Vernon campus in21

several phases.  Phase one took place in 200222
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when, in connection with the athletic1

facilities project the University installed an2

under-drain system on a significant portion of3

the campus.  These systems provide connections4

to the adjacent city sewer systems on W Street5

and Whitehaven Parkway.  Under-drain systems6

here, here, and here all connecting to storm7

sewers.8

A trench drain was also installed9

on the existing Whitehaven entrance road to10

capture the water and send it directly into11

the city sewer system as well.  It captures12

the water here before entering Whitehaven.13

In phase two, based on continued14

conversations with its neighbors and city15

officials, the University worked to develop a16

solution for stormwater management at the17

northwest and southwest corners of the campus.18

On the west corner of the campus, GW installed19

a rip-rap spillway and directed the rainwater20

into a new concrete pipe that connects21

directly to the D.C. stormwater system.  This22
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water was redirected in this direction to the1

street, below the street, excuse me.2

In addition, GW added a debris3

trap to ensure the rainwater flowed freely4

into the storm system and GW regularly cleans5

and maintains the debris trap.  The debris6

trap is located here.7

Finally, GW sealed the old metal8

pipe that ran towards the west at this9

location.  The pipe is here.  The entrance was10

closed off and water has been diverted to the11

new concrete storm drain.12

This solution continues to13

effectively manage the impacts caused by14

stormwater leaving the Mount Vernon campus at15

that location.  At the Pelham site, on the16

southwestern portion of the campus, the17

University constructed a rip-rap spillway to18

slow the speed of the water leaving the campus19

at that location.  Stormwater in this corner20

still leaves the campus via surface and via an21

old clay pipe.  Back up just a little bit.22
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Here's the clay pipe here and goes across the1

surface here down to Whitehaven.2

The improvements associated with3

the Pelham Replacement Project are phase three4

and they complete the University's5

implementation of its stormwater management6

approach.  The project's proposed stormwater7

management approach includes a series of8

improvements that provides stormwater9

management and quality control.  Specifically,10

GW will capture the water from the building11

and the site and pipe the water through a sand12

filter down to the D.C. stormwater system.13

Captured here and piped to here.14

GW will also install a trench15

drain on the proposed secondary Whitehaven16

access road to capture the water and send it17

into the city's sewer system as well, here at18

the bottom of the road before it enters19

Whitehaven.  GW will no longer rely on surface20

drainage or the old clay pipe in the corner of21

the campus for stormwater conveyance.  This22
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pipe will no longer be used.  All water will1

travel here.2

The proposed stormwater management3

improvements associated with the Pelham4

Replacement Project in conjunction with the5

earlier improvements will manage all natural6

watershed and site generated runoff from the7

project site.  As a result, this project will8

not create any objectionable impacts to the9

stormwater runoff and in fact, will improve10

the existing conditions.11

GW will continue to monitor the12

stormwater management on its campus and13

include a continued plan for stormwater14

management in the 2011 campus planning15

process.  All stormwater management concepts16

will also be reviewed by the D.C. Department17

of the Environment and D.C. WASA as part of18

the permit process.19

We believe this addresses the20

conditions of support set forth by the ANC. 21

MS. WHITE:  Good evening, my name22
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is Nicole White and I'm a principal with1

Symmetra Design.  Our firm was retained to2

examine transportation impacts associated with3

the project.  Our study included an assessment4

of parking conditions, shuttle operations, and5

of course, traffic conditions.6

I guess we are forgiving if an7

architect messes up the roadway network a8

little, but no room for error with the traffic9

engineer so let me get this straight.  This is10

our study area.  Of course, we coordinated11

with DDOT and they agreed on it.  This is --12

sorry, watch your head and eye -- 13

(Laughter.)14

This is W Street and Foxhall.15

This is Whitehaven and Foxhall.  This is16

MacArthur and Whitehaven and this is W Street17

and MacArthur.  These are the four roadway18

network intersections that we studied.  We19

also included a study of the existing site20

access point.  We did not include in our study21

area the W Street access because traffic does22
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not use this access today.1

The University currently has 2502

parking spaces on campus.  As you can see from3

the table only 22 percent of the parking4

spaces are allocated for use by students which5

is 54 spaces.  During the academic 2006-20076

academic year, I'll point out that only 187

students actually had parking permits,8

although 54 spaces are currently allocated for9

students.10

The next to the last row of the11

first table also shows that there are 3012

spaces that are being used by the Lab School.13

In September 2006, the Lab School of14

Washington entered into a five-year agreement15

with the University which calls for the16

allocation of these 30 parking spaces to be17

used by faculty and staff during week days as18

long as the parking spaces are available.19

The second table on this slide20

shows that when we did our parking occupancy21

survey back in May of 2006 that only 100 of22
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the parking spaces were occupied so this is 401

percent and you can see that there's obviously2

adequate parking available on campus.3

The University has parking4

policies in place to discourage driving5

between the Foggy Bottom and Mount Vernon6

campuses.  Students, faculty, and staff are7

encouraged to take advantage of the University8

shuttle system.  The Vernon Express is a free9

shuttle service that provides mobility between10

both campuses and it's used by students,11

faculty, staff, and visitors.  The Vernon12

Express runs regularly 24 hours a day, 7 days13

a week during the academic year.  The shuttle14

runs every 5 to 10 minutes during the peak15

operating times which is 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. and16

then every 15 to 30 minutes during off-peak17

operating times.18

The average travel time it takes19

to get to the Foggy Bottom campus is just20

under 15 minutes.  The shuttle's primary Foggy21

Bottom campus stops are at 21st and H Street22
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which is the Marvin Center and also at 23rd1

and H Street. 2

On the Mount Vernon campus, the3

Vernon Express makes three stops.  Annual4

shuttle ridership was close to 600,000 during5

the past academic year.  The University will6

continue to manage the fleet to efficiently7

service demand without using more buses than8

necessary.9

Again, to reiterate, primary10

access to the campus will remain at the11

current location on Whitehaven Parkway.  The12

proposed secondary campus access on Whitehaven13

will provide limited campus access to delivery14

vehicles, facility vehicles, security15

personnel, occasional pickup and drop off of16

shuttle riders with disabilities, and move-17

in/move-out operations at specific times of18

the year.19

The road will function as a two-20

way road from Whitehaven -- sorry, I'm not21

good with this -- to the loading dock and it22



45

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

will be a one-way southbound road as Mr.1

Kleinrock already testified from the chapel to2

the loading dock.3

Traffic exiting the secondary4

access road will be required to turn left onto5

Whitehaven in the direction of Foxhall.  Right6

turns will be prohibited out of the secondary7

access driveway in order to reduce conflicts8

with St. Patrick's School operations.  9

The Mount Vernon campus is a very10

low traffic generator.  Based on existing11

traffic counts, the entire campus only12

generates 37 a.m. peak hour and 86 p.m. peak13

hour vehicle trips.  Additional residential14

students on campus are primarily expected to15

walk to class or else use the shuttle bus.  A16

very small percentage of students may use17

their cars to get to after class destinations.18

A five percent growth rate was19

used to project future traffic conditions20

during the p.m. peak hour.  The project is not21

expected to generate additional trips during22
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the a.m. peak hour.  Again, as a reminder,1

only 18 students had parking permits last2

academic year.3

In conclusion, there is more than4

adequate parking available on campus to5

accommodate existing and projected parking6

requirements.  The University has a successful7

shuttle bus program in place to facilitate8

transport between both campuses.  We are9

pleased to have the support of DDOT who agrees10

that the project will pose no significant11

increases to the surrounding transportation12

network.  DDOT has requested that the GW make13

quarterly reports which the University is14

agreeable to providing.  However, given the15

nature of the campus, it is impractical to16

provide the level of detail that DDOT has17

requested, related to trips in and out of the18

campus.  Traffic levels do not warrant this19

requirement and to my knowledge this has not20

been required of any other university.21

MS. DWYER:  That completes our22
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direct presentation and all the witnesses are1

now available for questions by the Commission.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.3

Questions from the Commission?4

Mr. Turnbull?5

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,6

Madam Chair.7

I just had and maybe you didn't8

say it, but on your -- on the water control,9

waste water management, it seems like a lot of10

water is leaving the site in a controlled way,11

but are you re-using any of that water12

reclamation, gray water for landscaping of a13

new area?  Is anything being done on that?14

MR. BEAN:  No, we are not15

currently.16

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Don't you17

think that's a sustainable feature worth18

pursuing in an area such as this, if you're19

throwing away all this water?  It's just going20

into the sewer?21

MS. DWYER:  Mr. Turnbull, I think22
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that was one of the issues that the University1

has addressed as requiring attention in the2

next campus plan.  It's a larger issue than3

just this project, and I think that's been put4

on that radar screen to include in their5

stormwater management plan for the next campus6

plan, which will be in three years.  So they7

are looking at that issue, and it has been8

identified by the community as an issue for9

them to consider.10

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Even in11

this area here that you're looking at here?12

I mean, going back and doing something or just13

-- is it just looking at it or are there14

actually going to be feasibility studies or15

implementation studies or what?16

MS. DWYER:  I think the University17

is going to be looking at ways that it can re-18

se water and have a more sustainable approach19

to stormwater management.  It would be on the20

larger campus as opposed to specific to this21

project, but they have not identified anything22
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at this point in time.  They have planned to1

work with DC WASA and the Department of the2

Environment on those issues.3

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay, I4

think that's a significant issue.  If we're5

not going to deal with this here, I think it6

ought to be at least referenced somehow that7

this is an important issue.  I guess on your8

lead, your 16 points, some of them are fairly9

basic, some standard issues.  There's nothing10

really outstanding in there that says you're11

doing something beyond minimal or not even12

that.  I'm just concerned.  Could you talk13

about --14

MR. KLEINROCK:  Well, what we're15

doing now is we're looking at, you know, like16

I said, the use of recycled materials and17

looking mostly at energy systems within the18

building.19

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Local20

materials?21

MR. KLEINROCK:  Yes, and recycled22
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materials.1

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  I2

think it's just frustrating, that's all.3

Thank you.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I think what5

you're sensing is that this is a lost6

opportunity if you don't become more7

aggressive.  8

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I guess9

again, we brought it up when we talked about10

the Foggy Bottom campus, and here there is11

even a greater opportunity because of the12

nature of where it is and what it is like.13

You would like to see the bar raised up a bit14

on sustainable features.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, at16

least you're sending the message that when you17

are sitting here in 2011 reviewing their18

campus plan, that the bar will be high.19

C O M M I S S I O N E R  T U R N B U L L :20

Absolutely.  Absolutely.21

MS. DWYER:  We are hearing that22
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message.1

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,2

Madam Chair.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Mr. Hood?4

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madam Chair, I5

just have a few questions.  Mr. Kleinrock, I6

believe this is your presentation.  On slide7

21, what are you trying to show me?  8

MR. KLEINROCK:  On slide 21, we're9

just -- we're trying to show what you can see10

of the proposed new building, which is located11

here.12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Which is what13

time of the year?14

MR. KLEINROCK:  Let's see.  This15

photograph was taken -- there are leaves on16

the tree, so probably fairly recently.17

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  So in the winter18

months, I will see much more than what I am19

seeing here today?20

MR. KLEINROCK:  You know, the21

building is about 500 feet away.  It's pretty22
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far away.1

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I mean, the2

greenery happens to add to me not being at the3

scene.  I'm just trying to figure out what was4

the intent.  What were you trying to show me?5

MR. KLEINROCK:  The intent is just6

trying to show what is visible whenever this7

photograph was taken from W Street.8

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  In the spring9

time, basically?10

MR. KLEINROCK:  In the springtime,11

looking towards -- looking south towards the12

proposed new building. 13

MS. DWYER:  Mr. Hood, if I can14

just point out that this photograph was taken15

the same time that the photos were taken16

showing it from Berkeley Terrace and17

Whitehaven.18

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  So nobody was19

trying to trick me.20

MS. DWYER:  Right.  It was to be21

consistent with that time, yes.22



53

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  You answered,1

make sure nobody was trying to trick me.  2

The other question, Ms. Dwyer,3

you've mentioned about some things, and I4

understand that it was just dealing with this5

project and this PUD in front of us.  But I6

think the campus plan, it talked about and I'm7

not going to reference exactly, but I don't8

know whether it was good neighbor policy.9

Anyway, a good neighbor policy, and I think10

what forges a good relationship with the11

neighbors, even though I know it can wait12

until 2011 when Mr. Turnbull will still be13

here, the rest of us will probably be moved14

on.  But some of those issues that you15

mentioned in your opening statement you said16

were not germane or pertaining to this17

particular -- and I agree with you, and I18

agree with the chairperson.19

But some time it might lessen the20

-- I don't want to say controversy, because21

it's not controversy.  But the problems you22
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may have by 2011, you  might not be able to1

address them now, and I know by starting the2

dialogue, some of those you can kind of work3

on now and that comes from your campus plan4

which you have a liaison group, I believe.5

MS. DWYER:  Yes, we do.6

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And this is a7

prime example to show me whether or not that's8

even worth it.9

MS. DWYER:  Yes.  And I think as10

Alicia O'Neil said in her testimony, this11

campus has a very effective quarterly meeting12

process in which all of the neighbors are13

engaged.  And some of the issues that are14

being addressed in this application were15

brought up during the quarterly meeting16

process.  In addition, the University has17

supplemental meetings.18

The issues with which we have not19

been able to reach agreement with W Street20

continue to be on the table.  We may reach21

agreement in two weeks.  It may be a month22
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from now, but they are certainly on the agenda1

for all of the quarterly meetings and the2

University hopes that well in advance of3

filing the 2011 campus plan, it will have4

addressed those issues.  So we are currently5

not closing the door.  We're not pulling away6

from the table.  We will continue the process.7

It's just that as of this evening, we have not8

reached consensus, but we are hopeful that we9

will continue in a very short period of time.10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm glad to hear11

you say that because when you spoke earlier I12

was under the impression that those issues13

just have to wait to 2011.14

MS. DWYER:  No, not at all.15

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  What is going16

on, Ms. White -- thank you for answering that.17

Ms. White, what's going on at W18

Street and MacArthur, level of service F, I19

think it is.20

MS. WHITE:  It is a level of21

service D today for existing conditions under22
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the AM/PM peak period.  We looked at future1

background conditions which does not include2

University traffic.  It includes traffic3

associated with regional growth and also the4

Phillips Estate which is an approved project5

in the pipeline and the level of service went6

to a level of service E.7

When we added traffic from this8

project, there was no increase compared to9

background conditions.  It's a very minimal10

amount of traffic that even goes through that11

intersection associated with the University.12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  So with this13

addition, it won't have any impact?14

MS. WHITE:  No, it's not an15

impact.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  So it's already17

a problem there with or without?18

MS. WHITE:  If you call level of19

service E a problem, then it would be.20

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I think anything21

lower than a C to me is a problem.22
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MS. WHITE:  I'm just saying1

District Department of Transportation has a2

different policy.3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  We've had this4

discussion.5

MS. WHITE:  I know.6

(Laughter.)7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Many, many8

times.  Thank you.9

Thank you, Madam Chair.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I have a few11

questions.  I'll start with Ms. O'Neil.12

Why is the University unable to13

say where the allocation of the FAR or the14

floor area is coming from?15

MS. O'NEIL:  The Pelham16

Replacement Project fits within the category17

of residential campus life athletic on the18

campus.  And we have specifically said that19

this additional density would be deducted from20

that category of development on the campus.21

Which particular project under that category22
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is the level of specificity that we do not1

have.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, the3

reason I'm asking is because in Section 210.44

when a campus plan is reviewed, universities5

articulate where buildings will be located and6

how big they'll be.  So now you're asking to7

change that I'm asking you to revise that in8

its totality and not partially.9

Why can't you do that?10

MS. O'NEIL:  We have not yet11

designed any of the buildings on the remainder12

of the campus and we don't know where that13

density will come from.14

Overall, there will be less15

density on the remainder of the campus which16

should not adversely impact our surrounding17

neighbors and other areas.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, I think19

given that it's causing a fair amount of20

consternation with the W Street neighbors and21

give that it's something that is done22



59

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

routinely in the campus planning context from1

just a setting forward location, height and2

bulk of buildings, I think that's something3

that the University can do at this point, even4

if you have to come back later and amend it5

again, you've done it.  You did it how ever6

many years ago we were here.7

How long ago was that, Ms. Dwyer?8

Seven years ago, when we -- so it's not -- it9

doesn't require a building to be designed.10

It's been done before.11

So I'd ask you on an additional12

submission to respond to that specifically.13

We have in the ANC report and I14

apologize if you said something about this.15

I didn't fully understand what you said about16

the execution of the landscaping plan from the17

original campus plan, but the ANC reports to18

us that some of the things that have not been19

fully implemented are the areas where new20

trees would screen the rear of the library and21

Summers Hall as well as exposed HVAC22
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equipment.  Is that -- explain to me what's1

not been done and why?2

MR. BEAN:  All the plants that3

were on the 2000 campus plan were planted.4

Some of them were moved by the landscape5

architect because there was other large trees6

specifically large pine trees in the locations7

where those plants were supposed to go and the8

landscape architect didn't think it was an9

appropriate place for those plantings because10

they wouldn't grow.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, since12

we're making a few modifications of the campus13

plan, wouldn't it be appropriate to modify the14

landscaping plan so people don't have the15

expectation that something is going to be16

planted when, in fact, it's not?17

MR. BEAN:  Yes.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay, and19

then in terms of just making sure because I20

remember in the other GW campus plan there was21

talk about executing things like the22
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streetscape improvements and the landscaping1

plan and you all -- it sounds like you have,2

at least, made the effort to complete the3

landscaping plan for the campus overall. 4

When would you be committing to5

installing the landscaping, the new6

landscaping, the enhanced landscaping that's7

associated with this project?  When would you8

be committing to completing that, when you get9

your Certificate of Occupancy?10

MR. BEAN:  We will complete it by11

the fall of 2008.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.13

MR. BEAN:  We won't be ready in14

the spring and the summer is the wrong time to15

plant so it would be in the fall.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.17

MS. DWYER:  Let me just see if I18

understand whether Mr. Bean understands the19

question.20

I think the question was the new21

landscaping proposed as part of the Pelham22



62

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

project, the screening between Berkeley1

Terrace and the new building, and is it still2

your statement that that would be in the fall3

of 2008 or would that be upon completion of4

construction activity and coincide with the5

Certificate of Occupancy with the new6

building?7

MR. BEAN:  I'm sorry.8

(Laughter.)9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  You didn't10

mean what you said, did you?11

(Laughter.)12

MR. BEAN:  I have on my graph13

2008, but 2008 is when we put the storm14

drainage in and the access road.  But we15

haven't -- we're just starting the16

construction of the building.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.18

MR. BEAN:  I'm sorry.  So it will19

be the fall of 2010, although some of the20

landscaping will go in with the access road,21

but that again won't be planted most likely22
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until the fall of 2008.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay, if you2

can just in your proposed conditions indicate3

-- tie it to the completion of the building4

sounds like the best thing to do.5

MS. DWYER:  We will do that.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  The7

stormwater management, you gave a nice simple8

explanation that even we could follow about9

where the water is going and all of the10

improvements that the University is making and11

I assume that you've talked to the folks on W12

Street about their concerns.  Are you13

satisfied that whatever is causing their water14

problems is not coming from the campus?15

MR. BEAN:  Yes, I am satisfied.16

We've looked at it very carefully and they17

have some serious problems on W Street, but18

the water is not coming from the campus.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Do you have a20

notion about where it is coming from?21

MR. BEAN:  From W Street itself,22



64

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

from high to low, from 46th Street --1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  High to low2

is east to west or --3

MR. BEAN:  It is east to west.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.5

MR. BEAN:  From 46th Street which6

intersects W Street, there's terrible erosion7

where 46th Street comes down to W Street.  And8

from Berkeley Terrace -- excuse me, not from9

Berkeley Terrace.  So it's from W Street10

itself and from 46th Street.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  And is there12

something that's been happening recently13

that's exacerbated the problem?14

MR. BEAN:  Not that I'm aware.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  I16

think those are all my questions for now.17

Anybody else have any follow-up?18

Ms. Gates, did you have any cross19

examination questions for the Applicant?20

Mr. Kleinrock, you have been21

excused by Ms. Gates.22
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(Laughter.)1

Ms. White, she doesn't need you2

either.  Don't take it --3

MS. GATES:  I'm Alma Gates, ANC4

3D.  I'm looking at page 32 of the submission.5

(Pause.)6

And I want to talk a little bit7

about the perimeter road that is proposed to8

be turned into one way.  The W Street9

entrance, according to the agreement, has been10

closed for most traffic purposes, so if11

someone needs to travel around the campus,12

could you give us some idea of how that would13

happen if this new access road were not there,14

how would -- how do people access Pelham Hall15

today?16

MS. WHITE:  It's a two-way access17

road today.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Can you guys19

instead of doing that among yourselves -- do20

your laser pointer?21

MS. WHITE:  Sure.  The perimeter22
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road is a two-way access road today and W1

Street is, in fact, closed to vehicular2

traffic as she's pointed out.  So traffic that3

comes on to the campus would turn on to4

Whitehaven and make a left onto -- I'm really5

bad with this thing -- and make a left on to6

the perimeter road and then the perimeter road7

terminates and you'd have to come back this8

way or you could also cut through the --9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  If you go to10

Pelham Hall now, you backtrack when you want11

to leave?12

MS. WHITE:  Yes, yes.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.14

MS. GATES:  And in your submission15

I think you said that only something like 3616

vehicle trips a week are generated by campus17

in the projected campus traffic for18

deliveries, etcetera?19

MS. WHITE:  This is based on -- we20

coordinated with the University's operations21

person and we got an inventory of all of the22
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delivery vehicles that come there today.1

There are only expected to be an increase of2

one to two delivery vehicles per week and that3

36 is a weekly number.4

MS. GATES:  Thank you.  You've5

answered my questions.6

Mr. Bean, when you appeared before7

ANC 3D on June 6th, I was under the impression8

that you said the campus did not have a9

comprehensive stormwater management plan for10

the entire campus.  What's happened that11

tonight it suddenly there appears to be a12

comprehensive plan for the entire campus?13

MR. BEAN:  The plan has not14

changed.15

MS. GATES:  So there is or there16

is not a comprehensive plan for the entire17

campus?18

MR. BEAN:  We do have a19

comprehensive plan, most of which has been20

implemented to this day.21

MS. GATES:  But is it for the22
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entire campus?1

MR. BEAN:  Yes, it is.2

MS. GATES:  Thank you.  Who can3

address the height of the retaining wall on4

the proposed access road?  We haven't heard5

anything about that.6

(Pause.)7

I might also add that we were8

informed and it's in my testimony, that this9

road had been approved.  I don't believe10

there's any mention of it anywhere except11

tonight.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  It was shown13

-- my memory is not that good, but it was14

shown on the site plan from the original15

campus plan approval that's slide five, I16

believe.17

MS. GATES:  But there's absolutely18

no mention, Ms. Mitten. 19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  I need20

you to be on the mic.21

MR. KLEINROCK:  The maximum height22
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is about 12 feet, as it gets closest to the1

building as it comes up the wall.  Down by the2

street, it is much lower.  It's like three or3

four feet.  4

MS. GATES:  And what are the5

provisions along that road to prevent any6

stormwater running off?  7

MR. BEAN:  There's a trench drain8

located at the bottom of the new access road9

across the road.10

MS. GATES:  And what is the change11

in grade on the road from top to bottom?12

MR. BEAN:  Approximately ten13

percent.14

MS. GATES:  Okay.  I guess that --15

it doesn't really help, but anyway, we will16

move on.  I think I will leave this now and17

just handle it in my testimony.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay, that's19

fine.  Thank you very much.  Okay, thanks to20

the Applicants, witnesses.  Now we're ready to21

have the report by the Office of Planning.22
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Mr. Parker?1

MR. PARKER:  Good evening, Madam2

Chair, Members of the Commission.  For the3

record, my name is Travis Parker with the4

Office of Planning.  The Office of Planning5

found that the application is generally in6

conformance with the criteria of Section 2.10,7

and we supported the application with the8

conditions agreed to by the University and the9

neighborhood.10

I'm happy to stand on the written11

record as submitted and answer any questions12

that you may have.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,14

Mr. Parker.  Any questions for Mr. Parker?15

Any questions from the Commission?  Ms. Dwyer?16

MS. DWYER:  I have none.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Commissioner18

Gates, any questions for Mr. Parker?  Okay.19

Good job, Mr. Parker.20

(Laughter.)21

Always good to set an example like22
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that, Mr. Parker.  1

Now do we have anybody here from2

DDOT?  That's another approach to keeping it3

brief is just not to come.4

(Laughter.)5

So I would note for the record6

that we received today at Exhibit No. 18 a7

memo from DDOT saying that they have no8

objection to the -- basically, they have no9

objection to this project per se.  I'll leave10

it at that.  Now Ms. Gates, it is your turn to11

make your presentation.12

MS. GATES:  I am going to skip a13

couple of paragraphs, because as you can see14

this is quite long.  15

Good evening, Chairman Mitten and16

members of the Commission.  My name is Alma17

Gates and I am here as Vice Chair of Advisory18

Neighborhood Commission 3D.  The ANC heard19

presentations from the University on the20

Pelham Replacement Project on May 2 and June21

6, 2007 and voted 7-0-0 to support the22
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application with conditions.1

The Pelham Replacement Project in2

the 2000 Campus Plan.  The University informed3

the Commission that the proposed Pelham4

Replacement Project includes 22,300 square5

feet more than the dormitory proposed in the6

2000 campus plan.  University officials have7

proffered that the increase constitutes a8

reallocation of the total gross floor area9

allowed under the 2000 plan.  There would be10

no change to the nature or character of the11

campus, no increase in the number of students12

or faculty staff cap, and no additional13

traffic.14

The campus is situated atop the15

Fox Hall Road watershed and is surrounded on16

three sides by residential property, Berkeley17

Terrace, Fox Hall Road, and W Street and has18

Whitehaven Parkway on the South, which has19

become mostly institutional in use.20

Under this proposal, the21

replacement dormitory would be located to the22
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rear of the campus above Whitehaven Parkway1

and separated from Berkeley Terrace by the 1252

foot protected area specified  in BZA order3

16505 condition 8D.4

Skipping now to existing5

stormwater problems.  In review of the campus6

plan, the neighborhood agreement and BZA order7

16505 there is no mention of stormwater or any8

hint of problems being experienced by9

neighbors on any side of the campus.  However,10

at the June ANC meeting and at meetings with11

the University, issues of stormwater12

management were discussed at length by Tom13

Bradley, a resident of W Street, who noted14

that runoff from the campus has been a major15

problem since the start of construction under16

the 2000 campus plan.  He discussed repeated17

flooding and sink hole problems experienced by18

residents living along the campus side of W19

Street.20

The University said it had worked21

with WASA to replace a pipe that would ensure22



74

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

water was carried away from the campus.1

However, Mr. Bradley questions whether or not2

problems continue underground.  I believe Mr.3

Bradley is here tonight and I hope we will4

address the Commission.5

A long time resident of Hutchins6

Place, Vaughn Wilson, appeared at my door on7

two occasions recently following notification8

of the proposed new construction on the Mount9

Vernon campus and noted that runoff from the10

Whitehaven side of the campus is contributing11

significantly to problems affecting streets12

below MacArthur Boulevard.  He is concerned13

that the new access road will further14

exacerbate the runoff problem.  Mr. Wilson has15

witnessed the increase in local development16

and he noted the WASA stormwater pipe designed17

to meet the 15 year storm carries water from18

Foxhall Road down Whitehaven Parkway to19

Reservoir Road and it is inadequate.20

Heavy rains cause the pipe to21

raise the surface.  In other words, they break22
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through the road so the pipe bursts, and run1

across Reservoir Road below MacArthur2

Boulevard.  Recent developments including the3

Field School on Foxhall Road, and the4

expansion of St. Patrick's School, the Lab5

School of Washington, the GW Mount Vernon have6

created more surface runoff on Whitehaven7

Parkway.8

Currently, stormwater flowing from9

Whitehaven Parkway sheets across MacArthur10

Boulevard during heavy rains and on to11

Hutchins Place where basements are being12

flooded.  Not long ago every time it rained13

heavily, the woodchip surface of the St.14

Patrick's Lower School play area would wash on15

to MacArthur Boulevard.  This lies right below16

the perimeter of the University.  This was17

caused by water cascading off the perimeter18

road on the Mount Vernon campus and flowing19

across the entire play area.  The solution to20

this University-related problem was undertaken21

by St. Patrick's and appears to be resolved.22
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The Commission asked the1

University to bring its stormwater plan for2

the entire campus to the June 6th meeting.3

The stormwater plan presented by the4

University's civil engineer Arthur Bean only5

addressed the Pelham reconstruction and would6

pipe all water from the Pelham side of campus7

to Whitehaven Parkway through a sand filter8

and into the same 15-year WASA storm pipe that9

is problematic for lower Reservoir Road.  He10

stated the University is not required to11

consider sewer capacity.  The ANC noted that12

the plan did not appear to include plans to13

accommodate runoff from the new Pelham access14

road or the existing perimeter road that has15

caused problems in the past.16

Stormwater flowing from the campus17

has become an objectionable condition for the18

surrounding community.  It is time for the19

University to work in conjunction with the20

D.C. Department of the Environment and WASA on21

a comprehensive stormwater management plan for22
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the entire campus to ensure further impacts do1

not result from this proposed campus expansion2

or future campus expansions.3

ANC 3D understands it's not the4

Zoning Commission's responsibility or purview5

to oversee the repair of WASA pipes, but it is6

within your purview to ensure there is a7

comprehensive stormwater plan for the entire8

campus at GW Mount Vernon that prevents9

continued impacts to areas downhill from the10

campus.11

The new Whitehaven access road.12

At its June meeting, ANC 3D was informed that13

the new Whitehaven access road was approved14

under the campus plan.  However, there is no15

mention in the narrative of the campus plan,16

BZA Order 16505, or the Neighborhood Alliance17

Agreement of a new access road.  A dotted line18

in figure six of the campus plan showing the19

proposed campus for parking and loading20

facilities might be the proposed road.  The21

Executive Conference Center and 100-car22
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underground parking garage are no longer part1

of the Pelham Replacement application.  With2

that change in use, there is likely a need to3

reconsider the need for the proposed access4

road.  The existing perimeter road would serve5

the need to deliver physically challenged6

students and supplies.  Removing the curb cut7

on Whitehaven Parkway and the access road8

would remove additional impervious surface on9

campus and the potential for more stormwater10

runoff onto Whitehaven Parkway.  It would also11

ensure there is no interference with daily12

operations at St. Patrick's School.13

Prior to the May ANC meeting, the14

residents of Berkeley Terrace negotiated an15

exclusive agreement with the University to16

increase a protected area outlined in the 200017

campus plan and to limit future development18

within the new protected area through the Year19

2030.20

In effect, this agreement would21

place future University-related impacts onto22
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the W Street side of campus.1

The June 6th ANC meeting, the W2

Street neighbors had entered into discussions3

with the university, but a number of4

unresolved issues remained.  One of the points5

the neighbors raised was removal of the6

reallocated 22,300 square feet from the7

hillside residents' hall plan for construction8

under the 2000 Plan.9

But the university would only10

consider removing the space from future11

residential campus life support space.  This12

space is generally interior to the campus or13

below grade and will not improve the visual14

impacts the new dormitories are likely to have15

on abutting neighbors.  The setbacks along W16

Street and Foxhall Road are 90 feet and 6017

feet, respectively, and do not provide the18

same generous 125 foot protected area provided19

for the Berkeley Terrace neighbors.20

Another issue raised by neighbors21

highlighted the fact the planned construction22
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along Foxhall Road is complete and the result1

is that the university has turned its2

institutional backside to the public.  HVAC3

equipment is sitting prominently beside4

Foxhall Road along with miscellaneous stored5

equipment at the rear of Sommers Hall and6

Eckles Library.  Foxhall Road is a beautiful7

street and should be treated as such.8

Section 3 of the Neighborhood9

Alliance Agreement which is included in the10

2000 Campus Plan states "The university shall11

augment its proposed landscaping plan and add12

enhanced landscaping on the parameter of the13

campus to screen and buffer campus activities14

from adjoining properties."  Neighbors15

reminded the university that this is the time16

to implement enhanced parameter buffering17

conditioned in the plan for Foxhall Road and18

the area of W Street between Foxhall Road and19

the entrance to the university.20

Commission Vote and Conditions.21

After hearing from the university and22



81

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

neighbors in May and June and considering the1

facts presented by all parties, the following2

motion with four conditions was made to3

support the Pelham Replacement Project.  ANC4

supports the George Washington University's5

Mount Vernon Campus application for special6

exception approval of an amendment to an7

approved campus plan and further processing8

approval for the replacement of the Pelham9

Residence Hall.10

The Commission recommends the11

amendment involves the reallocation of12

approved square feet under an existing campus13

plan, but in all other respects meets the14

requirements of Section 3104 and 210 of Title15

XI, the Zoning Code, and C3D approval is16

conditioned on the following:  the university17

will undertake an comprehensive storm water18

management plan for the entire campus that19

meets best practices determined by the D.C.20

Department of the Environment and WASA to21

ensure there are no additional environmental22



82

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

impacts to residents of W Street, Hutchins's1

Place and other surrounding areas; the2

university will in the future reduce the3

proposed hillside dormitories located at W4

Street and Foxhall  Road by the 22,300 square5

feet relocated to the Pelham Replacement6

dormitory.  This condition will carry forward7

to future campus plans until the hillside8

dormitories are constructed; the university9

will implement the landscaping buffer outlined10

in the 2000 Campus Plan along upper W Street11

and Foxhall Road; and the university will use12

its best efforts to reach a signed agreement13

with the W Street neighbors on the issues of14

concern.  Thank you.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you,16

Commissioner Gates.  Just a couple of things17

to round out some of your testimony with the18

follow-up that I had with the Applicant's19

witnesses in terms of the landscaping plan for20

the campus as it exists now.  It sounds like21

some of the plants that wouldn't grow that Mr.22
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Bean testified about were intended to screen1

some things that are fairly unattractive.  So2

maybe as they propose an amendment, you can3

work with them to make sure that if plants4

won't screen the equipment and so that5

something mutually satisfied.6

MS. GATES:  I think it's safe to7

say there are no new plants along Foxhall Road8

or upper W Street.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Well, we'll get10

the revised plan and then perhaps when you11

comment on it, you have your two weeks or12

whatever to comment on it, you can inform us13

if there's anything that's missing.14

I'm glad that you recognize that15

we have certain limitations when it comes to16

doing enforcement for other agencies and I'm17

wondering.  We have the testimony of the18

university that says that they have a19

comprehensive storm water management plan and20

Mr. Bean explained it in simple terms to us21

and we don't approve that plan.  There's in22
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through the building permit process DOH1

reviews that and whoever else has a say about2

it and presumably, and the Applicant should3

correct me if I'm wrong, they have said that4

that's adequate, the plan that's being5

executed incrementally as things get built.6

So what would you have us do given that the7

experts say that's adequate?8

MS. GATES:  I can only repeat to9

you what neighbors have said recently.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Hm-hm (yes).11

MS. GATES:  That there is still a12

problem, definitely on Whitehaven Parkway13

coming off the backside.  Now maybe this new14

plan will improve that, but Foxhall Road is15

the watershed for this entire area and the16

campus occupies a significant amount of space17

on that watershed.  So it has a problem and it18

needs to be dealt with.19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Have you had any20

-- used your meetings as an opportunity to21

bring WASA and folks from the Department of22
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the Environment or DOH or whoever is doing1

this now to say "We need some kind of2

comprehensive look at this" because clearly,3

whatever is being executed now is not working.4

MS. GATES:  I think a better5

person to address that question to is Mr.6

Bradley because he has met with them.7

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay, but you8

haven't, the ANC hasn't sort of --9

MS. GATES:  Yes, Ann Huer was part10

of those meetings.  I wish she were here11

tonight.12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  I just13

want to also ask you about the access road and14

I can't -- My mind is not good enough about15

whether or not we even talked about the access16

road.  But given that the folks on Berkeley17

Terrace have asked, negotiated, with the18

university for the access road to become one19

way, it seems that they're very interested in20

not having traffic backtracking.  So what21

would -- Given that you're proposing that22
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maybe that should be rethought, how do you1

reconcile that with the Berkeley Terrace2

neighbors' desire to have that be a one-way3

street, one-way road?4

MS. GATES:  I don't know how I5

would reconcile it.  Had someone besides the6

Berkeley Terrace neighbors been privy to those7

conversations, it might look different.  But8

these meetings were very tightly held.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.   Anyone10

else have questions?  Mr. Turnbull.11

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,12

Madame Chair.  Do you know if any of the,13

Commissioner  Gates, on the -- for the14

question of the water runoff, storm water15

runoff.  Have locations -- Has any of the16

neighbors through you or the ANC actually told17

the Applicant what areas?  There are specific18

areas that are required about?  Is it water19

from the access road?  Is it water -- I mean,20

other than what they're addressing, they've21

tried to show four different areas that22
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they're trying to accumulate water and then1

feed it off.  I mean, are there areas that2

haven't been mentioned that you know of that3

have been forwarded on?4

MS. GATES:  No, but, Mr. Turnbull,5

I believe that a lot of what you saw tonight6

was new, a new proposal to deal with storm7

water.  The pipe that was sealed off there's8

-- nobody knows whether water is getting into9

that pipe and leaking underground.  I might10

add that that pipe connected to a pipe.  You11

may recall the Safeway parking lot that12

collapsed and a car sunk down in it.  This is13

the same pipe further down.14

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.15

Thank you.16

MS. GATES:  So the pipe is not in17

great condition.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Anyone else?19

Mr. Hood.20

Ms. Dwyer, any questions?21

MS. DWYER:  Hi.  I have just a22
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couple of questions.  First, Ms. Gates, you1

spent a lot of time in your testimony talking2

about the impact of the Mountain Vernon campus3

storm water on the residents of Hutchins Place4

and I would like to refer the Commission, if5

they would, to page 13 of our PowerPoint6

presentation and I would like to confirm with7

you, Ms. Gates, whether, in fact, Hutchins8

Place is south of Reservoir Road?9

MS. GATES:  Yes.10

MS. DWYER:  And that is that11

approximate distance from the university12

campus?  Would it be about one-quarter mile13

from the university campus?14

MS. GATES:  I don't think so.  I15

think one-tenth of a mile.16

MS. DWYER:  Are there other --17

MS. GATES:  At the most.18

MS. DWYER:  Are there other19

possible sources for storm water runoff at20

Hutchins Place including other institutional21

properties along Whitehaven Parkway?22
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MS. GATES:  I think I said that in1

my --2

MS. DWYER:  The commercial3

properties along MacArthur Boulevard?  Even4

the fact that it's immediate adjacent to the5

reservoir?6

MS. GATES:  What commercial7

properties?8

MS. DWYER:  The commercial9

properties along MacArthur Boulevard?10

MS. GATES:  No, this water is11

being directed downhill.  It sheets across12

MacArthur from Whitehaven and down into13

Reservoir Road.14

MS. DWYER:  And it's your15

testimony that even given its location at this16

great distance from the campus this is George17

Washington University's responsibility and all18

of the water is coming from the GW campus?19

MS. GATES:  I think I said in my20

testimony that Mr. Wilson admitted or stated21

that St. Patrick's, the Lamm School, their22
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expansions have contributed to this.1

MS. DWYER:  All right.2

MS. GATES:  So if the university3

is contributing to it, this is the time to4

stop it.5

MS. DWYER:  And is it your6

testimony that the storm water management plan7

that is proposed as part of this Pelham8

Project is not going to improve existing9

conditions?10

MS. GATES:  I don't now that.11

MS. DWYER:  Thank you.12

MS. DWYER:  You mention that there13

were this storm water runoff problem involving14

the playground at St. Patrick's School.15

MS. GATES:  Yes.16

MS. DWYER:  And have you spoken17

with St. Patrick's to find out whether this18

issue was addressed by the university19

immediately when it was raised by St.20

Patrick's?21

MS. GATES:  I did actually speak22
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to them probably two weeks ago at the1

quarterly meeting and was informed by Peter2

Barrett.  I was under the impression and I was3

wrong that the university had sold off this4

property to St. Patrick's.  They had not.5

That was clarified by Mr. Barrett.  But he6

went on to state that St. Patrick's had7

resolved the problems flowing off the campus8

where all the wood chips would simply wash and9

they would be located at the corner of10

Whitehaven and MacArthur.11

MS. DWYER:  I believe Mr. Barrett12

is here tonight to testify.  So I think his13

testimony can address that issue.14

One other question.  You mention15

that the setbacks along W Street and Foxhall16

Road which are the approved setbacks under the17

existing campus plan which no one is proposing18

to change or reduce in any way --19

MS. GATES:  Right.20

MS. DWYER:  -- are 90 feet and 6021

feet and that Berkeley Terrace has a greater22
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setback of 125 feet.  Do you think that the1

fact that the setback is 125 feet along2

Berkeley Terrace is due to the fact that there3

is no road separating the backyards of the4

Berkeley Terrace residents from the campus;5

whereas the W Street properties include not6

just the 90 feet and 60 feet setback within7

the university's boundaries, but also the8

entire width of W Street before you get to the9

W Street houses?  So, in fact, that setback10

might be greater than 125 feet?11

MS. GATES:  I don't think any of12

us in this room would consider W Street an13

amenity.   However --14

MS. DWYER:  I'm not talking about15

as an amenity.  Doesn't it provide a setback16

from the campus by virtue of the width of W17

Street?18

MS. GATES:  It does, however, the19

location of proposed hillside dormitories is20

very different.  They are not nestled down21

into the campus the way the Pelham Hall is.22
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MS. DWYER:  But this is the1

approved location under the last campus plan2

which the community supported for the hillside3

dorms.4

MS. GATES:  Right, but now --5

MS. DWYER:  Thank you.  That6

completes my questions.7

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank8

you, Commissioner Gates.  Okay.  Now we're9

ready for folks in support and I will use the10

witness list and then to the extent that there11

are other individuals who would like to12

testify after that, we'll have them come13

forward and I'll call up panels of four.14

Nicole Capp.  Oh, I'm sorry.15

MS. DWYER:  I have one other16

question that I forgot to ask.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Sure.18

MS. DWYER:  Ms. Gates, you19

indicate that you've been discussing with the20

neighbors the storm water management issues21

associated with the GW campus particularly22
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along W Street.1

MS. GATES:  I -- 2

MS. DWYER:  You need to turn on3

the microphone.  Have you discussed or have4

gotten feedback from the W Street residents as5

to any storm water management issues along W6

Street?7

MS. GATES:  They were presented at8

the ANC meeting.9

MS. DWYER:  But you have not10

individually spoken with the neighbors about11

their particular issues?12

MS. GATES:  Well, yes, I'm aware13

of Mr. Bradley's issues because our commission14

was involved in that.15

MS. DWYER:  Are you aware that16

there is a letter filed on the record from17

Maxine Weinstein who I believe has the18

property between Mr. Bradley's and the Mount19

Vernon campus discussing storm water20

management issues?21

MS. GATES:  No, I'm not.  However,22
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Ms. Weinstein's property is located on1

Berkeley Terrace and sits far above any area2

where she could be impacted.  Although this3

trench or whatever it is was created does flow4

down behind her property.5

MS. DWYER:  And so you have not6

read her letter in the record in which she7

indicates that there are no storm water8

management issues and that even the most9

recent rainfall did not in any way impact her10

property.11

MS. GATES:  They wouldn't impact12

her property.13

MS. DWYER:  But you just indicated14

that one of the storm water features are at15

the back of her property, this drain.16

MS. GATES:  Well, it's at the17

bottom of a very -- I mean, her property sits18

high up on a hill.19

MS. DWYER:  All right.  Thank you.20

MS. GATES:  I can't see where she21

would be impacted.22
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MS. DWYER:  Thank you.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.2

Okay.  I just remind folks as they come up to3

drop off your witness cards with the court4

reporter if you haven't done so already.5

Nicole Capp.  Michael Svoboda.  It looks like6

Will Rose.7

MR. RONE:  (Off the microphone.)8

Rone.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Rone.  Sorry.10

Corey Barenbrugge.  Ms. Capp, go ahead.  Just11

turn on the microphone for us.  There you go.12

MS. CAPP:  Good evening.   May I13

start?  My name is Nicole Capp.  I am a rising14

junior at GW, proud Economics major, minoring15

in Organizational Science.  I am also16

currently serving in the position as Student17

Association President at GW representing over18

20,000 students attaining their education at19

GW20

First, let me say how greatly21

appreciative I am for the opportunity to speak22
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with you all tonight.  Mount Vernon has a very1

special place in so many student' hearts at GW2

including my own.  It is nothing short of the3

catalyst to having a well-balanced college4

experience at GW in my opinion.5

Although I love GW's location next6

to the White House, World Bank and the State7

Department, I also appreciate the more8

traditional campus feel at the Mount Vernon9

campus.  I personally call it my place for a10

peaceful place for inspiration.11

However, it's no secret that Mount12

Vernon does have too little developed student13

space, the very component that provides for14

quality of life for students.  The Pelham15

Replacement Plan creates an environment16

conducive more toward community building and17

community sharing.  I say community sharing18

because it's a bit more difficult to build19

strong student communities in some of the20

facilities on the Foggy Bottom campus.  What's21

so perfect about the Pelham projects is that22
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all of the neat, niched facilities that the1

university will be able to provide for the2

students to enjoy including the community3

members all around.4

As for having more students living5

on the Vernon-Pelham, this has been the wish6

of not only administrators but students as7

well.  One major shortfall on the Vernon right8

now is the sense that we are on the cusp.  The9

notion that we have the potential to be an10

even more intellectually stimulating and11

artistically driven community, but we lack12

some of the resources and development plans13

that were necessary to catapult us forward.14

GW is now ready to provide those resources to15

students and we're finally ready with the16

plans which I do hope you all embrace with the17

same eagerness as I do and a lot of the other18

students on campus that are getting excited19

about the potential for these plans to come to20

realization.21

Since my freshman year, I have22
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been following the university's Office of Real1

Estate and Development alongside hundreds of2

student leaders who do pay attention.  You3

should come to campus and meet some of us.  We4

know a lot about GW's future development plans5

and we don't just listen and follow.  In6

recent years, thanks to Campaign GW, a group7

of students who have ongoing dialogues with8

the administrators, we have a say in much of9

GW's future. 10

And on behalf of hundreds involved11

in Campaign GW and the Student Association12

with the thousands of student voices that we13

represent, I do urge you to support the Pelham14

Replacement Project Plans.  Thank you again so15

much for all your work in D.C. government16

regulation and I look forward to a decision17

not in favor of a "replacement project plan"18

but in favor of a community building and19

sharing plan for the students of the George20

Washington University.  So I really do look21

forward to some of the future plans for Mount22
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Vernon campus and thank you again.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you and if2

you would hold your seat and we'll do the3

whole panel and then ask questions at the back4

end.5

MS. CAPP:  Yes.  Great.6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. Rone.7

MR. RONE:  Okay.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  We're just going9

to go down.  I think I know who everybody is10

now.11

MR. RONE:  Good evening.   My name12

is William Rone.  I am a rising sophomore at13

GW  When I first heard about the Pelham14

renovations, I will admit that I was15

pleasantly surprised.  With Campaign GW as16

Nicole said, the student group created to work17

with the administration on development issues,18

a lot of the focus recently has been on Foggy19

Bottom issues, things like the 20-Year Campus20

Plan, School Without Walls, Square 54.21

However, I feel this project puts a much22
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needed emphasis on the Vern and its potential1

to develop into the perfect compliment to2

Foggy Bottom.3

During the year I've been here, I4

visited the Vern a great deal and have a5

number of friends who did live there last year6

and the biggest problem universally7

encountered while there was dining.  Having8

only a single dining facility on campus is9

woefully inadequate and needs to be fixed.10

Furthermore, this project would also increase11

the student population at the Vern making it12

more viable to have a second eatery.  I mean,13

currently just there isn't the demand for two14

eateries, but this addition of 200 students15

really would help that.16

After dining facilities, I feel17

that there are also serious inadequacies in18

both the volume and types of other non-19

academic, student use space.  But allowing for20

the extra square footage in Pelham not21

designated for residents, the university is22
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able to deliberately create this type of space1

from the ground up so that it can be both2

versatile and useful for students.3

Furthermore, there is still a bit of4

flexibility in what the space will be5

designated for based on students' needs and6

requests.7

Finally, this project shows that8

the university is serious about its commitment9

to the promises it has made in the Foggy10

Bottom campus plan regarding caps for students11

and facility by enhancing its second campus12

and allowing the volume to be spread out among13

the two campuses.14

With more students living on the15

Vern, it would be more opportune for the16

university to increase and diversify course17

offerings there, lessening the strain on Foggy18

Bottom.  However, I do understand that there19

are enrollment caps in place enumerated in the20

Mount Vernon campus plan and the increased21

number of students due to this project still22
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stays under those set numbers.1

In summation, I thank the2

Commission for the opportunity to share my3

opinions on this fantastic opportunity for the4

Mount Vernon campus and offer my support for5

this wonderful project.6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.  Mr.7

Svoboda.8

MR. SVOBODA:  Hello.  I am Michael9

Svoboda and I'm an Assistant Professor of10

Writing at George Washington University.  I11

have my office on the Mount Vernon campus.  I12

came here two years ago from Penn State, the13

State College of Pennsylvania, where for 1714

years I also owned a bookstore.  I mention15

that because part of my comment here is as a16

result of a businessman's appreciation for17

finding a viable scale, a right size.18

I'm going to agree with comments19

by Nicole  and William that while Mount Vernon20

is already an extremely valuable asset for21

George Washington University, I think the22
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proposed changes including this sort of1

accelerated development under the Pelham2

Replacement Project give Mount Vernon a3

greater weight and make it viable in the4

student life of the university and for that5

reason, I think it's going to play a dynamic6

role in the future of George Washington7

University, both in terms of the design and8

integrity of the campus, the added dining9

facility that Williams points out, additional10

facilities that will make it an important stop11

for students who are not already living at12

Mount Vernon so that it will become much more13

integrated into the lives of students even14

stationed at Foggy Bottom and I think that the15

dual identity that was pointed out in the16

original application of both a city campus17

with unprecedent access to the policy making18

bodies in D.C. and a traditional campus is19

vital.  So I strongly support the proposal to20

in a way accelerate the growth of Mount Vernon21

in the life of George Washington University.22
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CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.  I'm1

not going to try your name twice.  So if you2

wouldn't mind pronouncing it.3

MR. BARENBRUGGE:  For the record,4

my name is Corey Barenbrugge.  I am a student5

at George Washington University.  I'm a junior6

and I serve as Vice President for Community7

Affairs for the Student Association.8

MS. LEWIS:  I'm Amber Lewis.  I'm9

No. 5 on your witness list.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.11

MS. LEWIS:  But I have a joint12

testimony with Corey.  I'm a surprising13

senior.  I am President of Balance:  The GW14

Ballet Group which Corey is going to talk a15

little bit about in his testimony and I'm also16

a former resident of the Vern.  I lived there17

my freshman year.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.19

MR. BARENBRUGGE:  Thank you for20

your opportunity to have us here today.  The21

replacement of  the Pelham Resident Hall is22
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exceptionally important for the George1

Washington University and the development of2

our Mount Vernon campus.  The building will3

provide much needed space and services as the4

university works to balance the number of5

academic and residential opportunities on the6

Mount Vernon campus. 7

This includes additional8

programming space for students which is9

extremely important as interest in our dynamic10

student organizations continues to develop.11

One club that has grown from a group of three12

sophomores three years ago to over 40 students13

of all levels today is Balance:  The GW Ballet14

Group.15

A few months ago, they booked the16

space for their annual spring show.  They were17

given the go-ahead on the space only to find18

out a few weeks later that the stage had been19

double-booked for the same night by another20

student group.  While this snafu was sorted21

out without much complication, it represents22
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a problem that all student organizations face1

at one time or another.  There is just not2

enough space for all the organizations who3

want to put on programming.4

Since its inception over three5

years, Balance has found the Mount Vernon6

campus to be flexible and helpful and the7

Pelham Replacement Project will allow the8

campus to continue to provide excellent care9

and attention to all of GW's student10

organizations.11

The current Pelham Residence Hall12

providers 78 single occupancy rooms.  The13

proposed building greatly increases the14

efficiency of the site with enough space for15

approximately 287 students over 200 more than16

the current building.  Additionally, the17

proposed building and increased gross floor18

area uses space the university already owns.19

So the construction and subsequent usage of20

the site will not intrude in surrounding21

residential areas.22
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Greater developed space also1

allows the many students who want to live on2

the Mount Vernon campus the opportunity to do3

so.  The proposed building fits4

architecturally into the campus as well5

providing a traditional university atmosphere6

in the middle of a bustling metropolitan area.7

Such architecture conforms well the8

traditional design of the Foxhall neighborhood9

and continues to attract affluent residents10

who relish the opportunity to live in a first11

rate area.  The additional students will also12

provide economic stimulus for the area by13

shopping at local businesses and dining at14

local restaurants.15

GW and its students no longer want16

to look at the Mount Vernon campus as a17

satellite campus.  It is our goal to see this18

former women's college offer first class19

opportunities to students and serve as a20

compliment to the Foxhall neighborhood.  The21

Pelham Replacement Project is an integral part22
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of achieving this goal.  Thank you.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you very2

much.  Did you want to say anything else?3

MS. LEWIS:  No, I'm good.4

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Congratulations5

on a successful program.  It sounds good.6

Anyone have questions for the panel?  Any7

questions for the panel?  Ms. Dwyer?  Ms.8

Gates?9

(No response.)10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you all11

for your testimony.  Liz Kramer.  Lauren12

Empson.  David Roberts.  And Peter Barrett.13

Are you Ms. Kramer?14

MS. KRAMER:  Yes, I am.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Why don't16

you go ahead and get started?17

MS. KRAMER:  Okay.  My name is18

Elizabeth Kramer.  I'm a rising junior.  I'm19

majoring in International Affairs and Spanish20

Language and Literature at George Washington21

University.  I would just like to tell you22
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about my role on campus in the past two years.1

I've been very involved in student2

event planning specifically focused on the3

Mount Vernon campus and in the future, I will4

be focusing on Foggy Bottom.  But I've also5

been a resident of Mount Vernon.  I lived6

there my freshman year and I knew since the7

first time I visited for orientation that the8

Mount Vernon is just a truly unique space and9

I saw the green space and the small dorms and10

I was fully determined that this would be a11

good transition for me coming from a suburb12

and transitioning into life in a bigger city13

that I knew the space was really what I needed14

at the time for my residential space.15

I also have a unique perspective16

because I've been involved in programming.  I17

had to utilize space for events for all18

different sizes and I know that it has been19

difficult at times and students have agreed20

with me that there's just a need for a lot21

more space and I know that the Pelham22
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Replacement Project is really beneficial as it1

provides new meeting space, a theater, dining2

facilities, an exercise facility and this is3

really what students needs and really4

resonates in the eyes of old students and new5

students alike.  I'm also an employee of the6

Housing Department and I know that the new7

dorm is really seen as a need in the8

development project and is really beneficial9

for incoming students and those that will be10

attending GW in the future.11

So I feel that Mount Vernon is12

truly a unique place and I have loved living13

there and working there.  So I thank you for14

your time in listening.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you very16

much.  Ms. Empson.17

MS. EMPSON:  Hi.  Good evening.18

My name is Lauren Empson.  I'm going to be a19

senior this coming academic year at George20

Washington University.  I'm a Political21

Science major with a double minor in Spanish22
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Language and Literature and Sociology.  Aside1

from my studies, I'm involved the GW Pitches2

which is an all female a capella group,3

Colonial Brass which is also the GW Pep Band4

and the University Symphonic Band.  So I'm a5

musical enthusiast to say the very least.6

I've been worked at Mount Vernon Campus Life7

throughout my college career as an office8

assistant and was then promoted to being the9

Undergraduate Programming Assistant for the10

past two years.11

While this may appear to be quite12

a long list of activities, I began my college13

career at the Mount Vernon.  I've lived in14

Sommers Hall my freshman year and I couldn't15

even begin to express how pleased I am with16

being a part of the Mount Vernon community.17

The design of the Pelham Project has proposed18

the construction of a residence hall that not19

only resembles the style of the Mount Vernon20

campus but also a residence hall that will21

maintain the atmosphere of this campus.22
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From my experiences,  Mount Vernon1

is basically seen as a freshman campus and2

rightly so since over half of its residents3

are freshman.  I believe in this wonderful4

quality of a campus.  Coming  from a small5

town in New Jersey and even a smaller high6

school, I was overwhelmed by the size of my7

freshman class of nearly 2,500 students and8

having previously been in an environment where9

I knew everyone and everyone knew me, I was10

looking for a transition that could lead me11

from my small town experiences to those of big12

city living.13

I found this type of environment14

at the Mount Vernon campus.  While it offered15

me the tranquil, smaller setting that I16

desired, I was also able to utilize all that17

the city had to offer.  I now live on the18

Foggy Bottom campus, but I fondly look back19

and remember the wonderful times I had at20

Mount Vernon which isn't very hard to do on21

any given day.  For walking down the street,22
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on the streets of a school of over 10,0001

students, it's easy to stop someone who lived2

on the Vern with you and a friendly smile and3

conversation is always sure to follow.4

Personally, I've never had to look very far5

for my fellow Vernies for my best friends of6

today are those who still live with me in7

summers during my freshman year.8

Not only did living at Mount9

Vernon offer me the transition I needed in10

order to become a college student, it brought11

me together with students who shared similar12

expectations from college life.  With the13

smaller community-based atmosphere, Mount14

Vernon is able to reach out to its residents15

and surrounding communities on a more personal16

basis than one might find at Foggy Bottom.17

While I could continue talking18

about all the benefits of living on Mount19

Vernon, as we all know nothing is perfect and20

there are some drawbacks on Mount Vernon as21

well.  In addition to a residence hall, Pelham22
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Hall is projected to offer student support1

spaces.  Not only are these additions central2

to accommodate the additional students that3

the new Pelham Residence Hall would bring, but4

several of these amenities are already lacking5

on Mount Vernon or are in drastic need of6

renovations.7

For example, the Ames Dining Hall8

offers wonderful service to Mount Vernon and9

Foggy Bottom residents but having lived on the10

Vern, I can attest that the choices at Ames11

are limited and one can only have chicken12

fingers so many times a week.  It would be13

wonderful to extend the dining options for14

students  and a new dining facility is the15

perfect solution.  While I know that final16

decisions have not been --17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I need you to18

just give you your closing thought please.19

MS. EMPSON:  Okay.  Basically,20

just I believe that the Pelham Hall would be21

a great addition to the Mount Vernon campus as22
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it's going to provide students with wonderful1

amenities, things that may already be lacking2

on Mount Vernon or on Foggy Bottom even and I3

believe that will draw a great new atmosphere4

to the campus as well as maintaining the small5

and tranquil atmosphere that the campus6

already offers students.7

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.8

MS. EMPSON:  Thank you.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And I think you10

have the distinction of being the first person11

to say "chicken fingers" at the Zoning12

Commission.13

(Laughter.)14

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. Roberts.15

MR. ROBERTS:  Thank you, Madame16

Chair, Commissioners.  My name is Dave17

Roberts.  I'm a Berkeley Terrace neighbor.18

I'm here representing the four property owners19

with homes adjacent to the proposed site and20

we have the unanimous support of our Berkeley21

Terrace neighbors.  We're here to support the22
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amendment as it relates to the proposed Pelham1

Project and to the additional four points2

agreed upon by the Berkeley Terrace neighbors3

and the university.4

I'd like to make a couple of brief5

comments.  First, we very much support our W6

Street neighbors in their efforts to work out7

a compromise with the university particularly8

as it related to storm water management and9

landscaping.  We are in complete agreement10

with them on those issues.11

I'd like to start out by saying12

that we wish we were not sitting here today13

and that we were not talking about additional14

construction in our neighborhood.  But we15

understand that today we are and so we want to16

make our points.17

Our goal was in this whole process18

and is to foster the concept of balance with19

respect to building on the campus.  The20

university has agreed to honor that concept.21

Should the university renege on  that22
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agreement, we expect to look to protect our1

interests whether in this forum or some other2

forum.3

The issue of making the access4

road which has come up today, I want to5

address that.  The issue of making it one way6

is simply our interpretation of what the7

master plan says today.  So that is simply8

something that we wanted to reinforce and we9

appreciate that the ANC has taken a recent10

interest in this issue and that Commissioner11

Gates has come out and make these points with12

respect to storm water management and other13

things.  We completely support her in that14

endeavor.15

We had wished that the ANC had16

taken the lead on negotiations with the17

university from the start, but we understand18

that the ANC, they're busy folks and they're19

not expected to be involved in all the minutia20

of these.  But it should come as no surprise21

that the people who kept showing up at the22
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meetings with the university officials were1

the folks whose houses are right behind this2

proposed project.  We see this project.  We're3

going to live with the construction.  So to4

suggest that there were exclusive meetings is5

something that we take issue with.  In fact,6

we kept showing up because we felt that our7

interests were most affected.8

So with all that said, we believe9

that GW has made its case with respect to10

changing its priorities and beginning11

construction with the Pelham site as opposed12

to the master planning process which made13

Pelham the last site to have construction upon14

it.  And we also think they've made their case15

with respect to expanding the Pelham site.  We16

believe that GW negotiated in good faith with17

us and worked hard to achieve compromise and18

if GW adheres to its end of our agreement, we19

are here to support GW in its proposed20

amendment.  Thank you.21

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.  Mr.22
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Barrett.1

MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  My name2

is Peter Barrett.  I'm the Head of School at3

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School located at4

4700 Whitehaven Parkway, N.W., directly across5

the street from George Washington University's6

Mount Vernon campus.  St. Patrick's enrolls7

440 students in nursery school through grade8

six on our Whitehaven campus and another 509

students in grades seven and eight on our10

nearby MacArthur campus.11

You have received in GW's pre-12

hearing statement a copy of the agreement13

reached between GW and St. Patrick's School14

concerning construction management and post15

construction operations concerns we expressed16

with respect to the Pelham Replacement Project17

some time ago.   That agreement reflects a18

series of meetings between representatives of19

GW and St. Patrick's across a number of weeks,20

having at all points along the way was GW's21

determination to fit the construction and on-22
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going operations of their important Pelham1

Project into the existing operations of St.2

Patrick's School.  Recognizing that3

determination as well as the agreement we were4

able to reach, I am pleased to speak in5

support of GW's Pelham Replacement Project.6

While residents of the Berkeley7

Terrace neighborhood might beg to differ, I8

would submit to you that the GW neighbor that9

will experience the greatest impacts during10

the construction and post construction phases11

of this project, noise and traffic for sure,12

is St. Patrick's School.  The new access road13

from Whitehaven Parkway to the Pelham site is14

located directly across St. Patrick's School.15

Therefore, the construction of that access16

road in particularly tight quarters, its used17

by construction traffic during the Pelham18

Project itself and its subsequent use once the19

project is completed will occur right in the20

midst of our ongoing operations including the21

District-Approved Carpool Initiative that22
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brings our 490 students to school each morning1

and sends them home each afternoon.2

The mouth of that access road is3

located just to the east of the crosswalk used4

by hundreds of students each day to attend5

physical education classes in a gymnasium or6

on the playing field and to enjoy morning or7

afternoon recess on the playground.  So while8

I am concerned about the smooth and orderly9

functioning of our carpool and other10

operations, my deeper concerns are for the11

safety of those hundreds of children who12

shouldn't be sharing Whitehaven Parkway with13

significant construction traffic or for that14

matter post construction traffic.15

In truth, I have fewer concerns16

about the use of the access road once the17

project is complete as long as the use of that18

access road remains as described in the19

agreement included in the pre-hearing20

statement and I am confident that GW will work21

to maintain the stated use.  Those fewer22
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concerns are related in the fact that Exhibit1

A, Construction Management Issues, is about2

three times longer than Exhibit B, Post3

Construction Traffic and Operations Issues. 4

Because you have that pre-hearing5

statement before you, there's no need for me6

to dwell on my particular construction7

management concerns.  Representatives of GW8

have heard me out and responded thoughtfully9

to those concerns.  Our agreement sets out10

GW's intention to minimize adverse impacts on11

weekday activities at St. Patrick's and to12

limit construction related activities during13

times that would substantially interfere14

because of construction noise or traffic with15

special events at St. Patrick's.  Further, our16

agreement would prohibit queuing of17

construction vehicles on Whitehaven Parkway at18

particular times, prizes the effective19

management of construction traffic at all20

times and calls for the arrival and departure21

of construction traffic in a manner that would22
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keep that traffic away from the heavily used1

crosswalk between the two halves of St.2

Patrick's campus located on opposite sides of3

Whitehaven Parkway.  The agreement also4

provides for a GW employee to serve as the so-5

called Project Traffic Representative to6

resolve any immediate or persistent traffic7

issues and values ongoing communication8

between GW and St. Patrick's as well as other9

neighbors across the life of the project.10

With this agreement part of GW's11

submission, I am pleased to testify in support12

of the Pelham Replacement Project.  I13

appreciate GW's close attention to St.14

Patrick's expressed concerns and look forward15

to continuing our work together as neighbors.16

Thank you.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.18

Could you speak to the issue about the runoff19

of your playground that Ms. Gates --20

MR. BARRETT:  Yes.  I do apologize21

for those folks who were here earlier awaiting22
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my testimony on storm water, but it wasn't1

part of my prepared testimony.  The situation2

was as described that there would be storm3

water runoff that would wash across the4

playground on the north side of Whitehaven5

Parkway.  We do not own that land.  GW owns6

that land.  We use it under a use agreement7

with the university and we did lose a sizable8

portion of our wood chips over time.9

At a time we were renovating that10

playground area, we also installed a storm11

water management system which essentially12

collected the storm water at a kind of13

departure point just to the west of the Pelham14

site and then piped that into the existing15

storm water system.16

As far as I am concerned or as far17

as I know, we had resolved that runoff issue18

at that location and we dedicated that project19

probably three falls ago.  So the fall of 200320

it would have completed.21

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  So you made --22
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St. Patrick's made improvements on GW's1

property.2

MR. BARRETT:  Yes, just at the3

edge of GW's property where it abutts the St.4

Patrick's property.  I think some may be on5

our property.  Most is probably on the GW6

property.7

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank8

you.  Any questions for the panel?  No one has9

any questions?  Ms. Dwyer?  Ms. Gates?10

MS. GATES:  Mr. Barrett, I'd like11

to just address the access road with you.12

Pelham is just one of the new facilities being13

proposed under this campus plan.  Do you have14

any concern that with implementation of future15

buildings on the campus there may be more use16

of this access road that could have greater17

impact on St. Patrick's?18

MR. BARRETT:  As the future use is19

envisioned now, I don't have those concerns.20

It seems to me that the additional development21

beyond Pelham would not be on the western edge22
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of the GW property which I think were that1

development to be on the western edge, then I2

would have concerns about the use of parameter3

road and then feeding into the access road.4

MS. GATES:  Thank you.  And, Mr.5

Roberts, I'm looking now at the GW submission6

and it is Exhibit D.  Have you had an7

opportunity to look at this?8

MR. ROBERTS:  I don't recall9

seeing that, but I'd be happy to comment on10

anything that happened between us and the11

university.12

MS. GATES:  Well, it's not just13

about you.  Your comment was that the ANC has14

just recently been involved.  I think there is15

a commissioner at almost every one of those16

meeting except your meetings, the Whitehaven17

-- Berkeley Terrace meetings and I think the18

only one I missed was when I was visiting my19

new twin grandchildren in California.  So I20

take exception to that comment.21

MR. ROBERTS:  Congratulations on22
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your new grandchildren.1

MS. GATES:  Thank you.2

MR. ROBERTS:  Ann Huer who was3

actually our ANC representative was invited to4

every one of these meetings and she said that5

she did not want to attend because she did not6

want to prejudice herself when it came to an7

ANC vote.8

But I just want to take a step9

back.  We think Alma Gates is doing a great10

job for her constituents and none of us wanted11

to spend ten nights, multiple hours, over GW12

working through these issues.  If our elected13

representatives had said "we will take that14

responsibility," we certainly would have been15

in favor of that and commented only16

periodically.  So to suggest that there was17

some kind of exclusive or clandestine meetings18

going on between GW and the Berkeley Terrace19

neighborhood is ridiculous.  The only reason20

that the Berkeley Terrace neighbors continued21

to show up is because I look out my back22
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window and I see the Pelham building and I'm1

going to see the new Pelham building.  Very2

simple.3

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  We don't4

need to debate.  We know you have a good ANC5

representative here and we'll leave it at6

that.7

MR. ROBERTS:  Very good. 8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  We fully9

appreciate your looking out for your own10

interests.  I just wanted to clarify for you,11

Mr. Roberts, and maybe you already appreciate12

this because you suggested as much that there13

are certain things in your agreement with GW14

that will not be able to be incorporated into15

the order because they go beyond the scope of16

our control.17

MR. ROBERTS:  We recognize that.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Just19

wanted to be sure you understood.  Okay.20

Thank you all.  Anyone else who would like to21

testify in support? 22
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Anyone who would like to testify1

in opposition?  Please come ahead and just2

again if you didn't drop off your witness3

cards already.  Sir, why don't you go first.4

MR. McCLAIN:  Thank you.5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Just pull the6

mike a little closer to you if you would if7

you can get it closer.  Yeah.  Thank you.8

MR. McCLAIN:  Good evening Madame9

Chairman, Members of the Board.  I am Steve10

McClain.  I live at 4541 W Street.  The gist11

of the W Street neighbors' concerns is this.12

The Pelham Hall special exemption to amend the13

campus plan does, in fact, because of the14

university side agreement with the Berkeley15

Terrace neighbors amend the GW Mount Vernon16

Campus Plan until the year 2030.  This places17

an undue burden on all the neighbors not on18

Berkeley Terrace.19

The purpose of this statement is20

to express the opposition of the W Street21

neighbors to George Washington University's22
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application for special exemption to its1

approved campus plan.  GW's application2

because of its side agreement with the3

Berkeley Terrace neighbors goes well beyond4

replacing Pelham Hall.  The application5

because of the agreement with Berkeley Terrace6

neighbors significantly and fundamentally7

affects GW's campus plan for the next 208

years.  Through a side agreement with Berkeley9

Terrace neighbors, the university has promised10

to limit development in the Berkeley Terrace11

area, the protective zone, through 2030.12

Clearly, if development is limited in one area13

of the campus for the next 20 years, then14

future development will impact other15

residential neighbors particularly the W16

Street neighbors.17

The W Street neighbors were led to18

believe that the university and Berkeley19

Terrace neighbors were involved in discussions20

solely pertaining to the size and design of21

Pelham Hall.  We had no idea that university22
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was negotiating terms and conditions that1

would impact its campus plan for the next 202

years.  Only within the last month or so did3

we discover the breadth and long term impact4

of the Berkeley Terrace agreement.  Since that5

time, the university has held two meetings6

with the W Street neighbors and circulated7

several draft proposals.  But no agreement8

regarding the Pelham Hall or future campus9

plan has been reached with the W Street10

neighbors.11

In essence, the residential12

neighbors have been cleverly divided by GW.13

In exchange for conditions of 2030, one set of14

neighbors must by agreement support the15

special exception, while the other set of16

neighbors was initially left out of the17

process and then presented with comprehensive18

proposals without sufficient time to weight,19

to consider and to negotiate numerous critical20

issues that will affect the campus and our21

residences until 2030.  The W Street neighbors22
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deserve a fair and reasonable opportunity to1

consider these issues in depth with GW and if2

an accord cannot be reached to address the3

issues with the Zoning Commission.4

The W Street neighbors ask the5

Commission not to approve the special6

exception until such time as all GW neighbors7

have been afforded an equal and fair8

opportunity to address the significant, long-9

term issues presented by GW in its10

application.  Thank you and also I would11

welcome any questions about landscaping and12

screening.13

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Sir.14

MR. McCLAIN:  Right on time.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Very good.16

(Off the record comments.)17

MR. McCLAIN:  Can we have that18

screen up with the campus on it?19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Can you put that20

back up quickly?21

MR. McCLAIN:  Yes.  If you would22
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please.1

MR. BRADLEY:  Thank you very much.2

We just want the overall plan.3

MR. McCLAIN:  Just the plan.4

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Why don't we5

have the gentleman on the end go next and if6

you need that as a visual aid.  Yes sir.7

MR. PASHAYAN:  I'm Charles8

Pashayan.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I need you to10

turn on the microphone for me please.11

MR. PASHAYAN:  I'm Charles12

Pashayan and I'm the house -- I'm representing13

the owner of the house on the corner of W and14

Foxhall.  Although it has a Foxhall address,15

a lot of the living and the activities occur16

on the W Street side.17

I want to compliment you, Madame18

Chairman and Mr. Hood, because you were asking19

some very penetrating questions about the20

frustration that we have so far while I hope21

this body will deem this application premature22
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at this time at least.  There was a picture1

shown of the entrance that Mr. Hood was asking2

about and he asked a very pertinent questions3

what time of the year.  But if you go back to4

that picture, you'll see it was taken from the5

ground level and there's no picture presented6

by the university of what the building would7

look like from the first floor of the houses8

where people spent most of their time or from9

the second floor and in some cases, from the10

third floor of the houses and for those of us11

very concerned about the landscaping issue, we12

want the university to address what the things13

going to look like from inside our houses14

where we spend most of our time.  We don't15

spend most of our time walking on W Street.16

So I think your questions were very pertinent.17

The questions you were asking were18

extremely pertinent because there are sorts of19

numbers being thrown around.  What's the20

ultimate population going to be?  That bears21

on how much living space they need.  The22
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university is silent on that.  The university1

refused to answer a question in one of these2

meetings whether they deemed this a legally-3

binding agreement or not and there are other4

details.  I'd be happy to answer your5

questions.  But the bottom line is that this6

application is premature.7

The Berkeley Street people took8

six months or something like that as I am told9

to work out their agreement.  Since that10

agreement was executed, I don't know the exact11

date, but since that time, we've had very12

little comparative time.  The issues are13

equally complicated and even maybe more14

complicated in the sense the university is not15

forthcoming on the hard numbers.16

In the case of the Berkeley17

Street, everybody knew how many students they18

were talking about.  We don't know how many19

students they want to house on the corner of20

Foxhall and W Street and we don't know how21

high the buildings are going to be.  We don't22
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know how high the landscape is going to be.1

So I encourage the Board to take a2

look at this thing and conclude it's premature3

to grant this exception at this time until we4

have a good deal of time to sit down and work5

out some of these issues critical to the6

people who live in the neighborhood.  Thank7

you.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.  Is9

that the  slide that you wanted, sir?10

MR. BRADLEY:  Yes.  I'm going to11

if I might --12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Let's start by13

having you identify yourself for the record.14

MR. BRADLEY:  I'm sorry.  I'm15

Thomas Bradley.16

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.17

MR. BRADLEY:  I live at 4742 W18

Street, N.W., just downhill from the campus.19

I'm going to read this brief statement and20

then I want to go over there and point out21

some of the areas I'm referring to.22
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Good evening.  I will limit my1

brief testimony this evening to matters2

related to storm water management on the3

campus because the other important collateral4

issues such as landscape buffer and nighttime5

lighting, etc. will be covered by other6

participants either by affidavits or memos or7

actual testimony.8

The paramount issue here which is9

a construction of a new and expanded Pelham10

residential facility cannot be considered11

without getting attention to all the issues12

above.  I do not believe GW has a13

comprehensive, campus-wide storm water plan in14

being at this time even five years after15

installation of a culvert at the extreme16

northwest corner of the campus.17

The steep topography of the campus18

and the lack of modern day methods of19

impalement and storm water removal cause a20

large part of the precipitation falling on the21

eastern, on the upper campus to flow into the22
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extreme northwest and downhill part of the1

campus.  There was a flooding problem shortly2

after the installation of the culvert in the3

2002 because the entrance to the culvert had4

not been kept clear of debris.  We live in5

fear that this could happen again.  That6

problem has been remedied for the time being7

and I hope permanently.  But a long term8

threat remains if the headwall surrounding the9

culvert opening proves to be permeable and10

there's no way of telling now what the long-11

term prospect is of that.12

The sharp right angle of the13

culvert instead of a more gradual tapering14

turn puts added stress on the headwall.  I'm15

not an engineer, but it's pretty obvious and16

the question as to why the righthand angle was17

put in there instead of a more tapering thing18

is lost in the past.19

At this time, there is no apparent20

damage to the lower Repairian (phonetic)21

residents along W Street along there is damage22
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near the corner of W and 48th Street further1

downhill.  Unfortunately, the nature of storm2

water damage is that it is often subsurface in3

nature and invisible until some manifestation4

such as sinkholes suddenly appear.  This has5

been our experience on W Street prior to the6

installation of the culvert.7

It is hoped that GW would now8

develop a storm water plan to better control9

the access flow further uphill and direct it10

into the municipal storm water system.11

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. Bradley.12

MR. BRADLEY:  Excuse me.13

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Do you have that14

for us in writing?  Did we get that submitted?15

The reason I ask is because you're out of16

time.17

MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And I want you19

to turn your attention to the map you put up20

for now and we'll read the rest of your21

testimony.22
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MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  No, Mr. Bradley.2

Can one of you lend him the -- You need to be3

on a microphone and you can't be on one over4

there.  Sorry.5

MR. BRADLEY:  I have to be --6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  They will give7

you a laser pointer to use.  Okay?8

MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.  I9

didn't realize we were so high tech.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  You have no idea11

how high tech we can get over here.12

MR. BRADLEY:  I'm getting the13

hint.  Okay.  How do we use the laser14

connected from here to there?15

(Off the record comments.)16

MR. BRADLEY:  I'm sorry.  I was an17

English major.18

(Laughter.)19

(Off the record comments.)20

MR. BRADLEY:  Good.  Okay.  It is21

hoped that GW will now develop a storm water22
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plan to better control the access flow further1

uphill and direct it into the municipal storm2

water on surrounding streets.3

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. Bradley,4

could you just now -- We'll read the rest of5

that.  Now I want you to just focus on that6

and show us what you wanted us to see with7

that if you would.8

MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.  You see this9

road which runs down here?10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Hm-hm (yes).11

MR. BRADLEY:  (Pointing to the12

map) The point I'm trying to make is they had13

no real plan.  This road has been there for at14

least 20 or 30 years, maybe longer.  There is15

not a single catch basin on this entire road16

except right here.  That one there is so far17

off course that it doesn't really pick up the18

water.  There's another down here but the19

water coming down this peripheral road from20

Pelham can't get to that because it's around21

the corner, where did we go, it's around the22
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corner and slightly uphill.  So it's1

difficult to believe that they have a storm2

water plan in operation when there isn't a3

single catch basin.  I've always thought that4

catch basins were in integral part of any5

storm water control.6

Also in the past when the storm7

waters come flooding down, you have seen bales8

of hay stacked around these buildings, this9

and two others which don't show because that's10

future and also around the Chapel.  The Chapel11

periodically gets flooded.  I don't know what12

the cost to GW, but it happens at least once13

a year or so.14

So the rest of it apparently I15

shouldn't read.  Is that correct?16

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Well, you're out17

of time.  I gave you some extra time to show18

us on the screen what you wanted to show us.19

MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.20

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  But we'll read21

the rest of your testimony.22
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MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Questions2

for the panel from the Commission?  Mr.3

Turnbull.4

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Madame5

Chair, I guess I'll direct it to anyone of6

you.  It seems from the gist of what your7

testimony is the impact is not so much the8

building itself.  It's rather an existing9

infrastructure problem with water, not so much10

the building.11

MR. McCLAIN:  Well, it's the12

agreement with the other neighbors that put13

all the pressure on -- It goes to 2030.14

Essentially, what they've done via the Pelham15

building is they've changed the campus plan16

for the next 20 years.17

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I'm not18

sure that's correct.19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Well, I do want20

to say and this is what I tried to say to Mr.21

Roberts which is anything beyond 2011 has not22
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been decided by the Zoning Commission yet and1

we have had instances where there have been2

side agreements and the Zoning Commission has3

not necessarily made decisions consistent with4

those side agreements.  So it's premature for5

us to even -- I mean, we can't pass judgment6

on the side agreement because it's not before7

us.  The campus plan is the campus plan which8

was approved until 2011.9

MR. McCLAIN:  We're restricted by10

that.11

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And this is a12

further processing for a single project under13

that existing campus plan.  Anything beyond14

2011 is not before the Commission.15

MR. McCLAIN:  Okay.  Then on the16

storm water plan alone, and I understand you17

don't have control over it, but my18

understanding of the regulations is that the19

only reason that a church or a university can20

even be in a residential neighborhood which is21

an exemption in itself is that it doesn't22
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impact negatively on the neighborhood on light1

and noise and various other things.2

Certainly, there is no question from what --3

I mean, on their own campus they have bales of4

hay and they have sandbags keeping the water5

out of their own.  All the water is running6

downhill along there and there can't be a plan7

-- Well, maybe that's  a plan, but I can't8

imagine that that's legitimate if it impacts9

negatively on the neighborhood.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  One thing that I11

will say, and this is clearly a large problem12

that needs a broad consideration to solve it,13

I sat on the campus land as I mentioned with14

Ms. Dwyer seven years ago and I don't recall15

any testimony about storm water management.16

So if these are long-standing problems, they17

were not big enough issues at the time of the18

campus plan to raise and I'm not suggesting in19

any way that I know the solutions for any of20

this, but there has been a limited amount of21

new construction on the campus.22
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MR. McCLAIN:  Right.  That's1

correct.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  But relative to3

what was approved.  And there's been a lot of4

construction in the broader area.  So that's5

why I'm saying that I think there needs to be,6

and Commissioner Gates had suggested, Mr.7

Bradley, you could speak to this, which is8

talking to WASA and the Department of9

Environment about "Look, we have a big10

problem.  It probably has multiple sources and11

what are they doing to solve that."  I don't12

know.  Can you shed any light on that?13

MR. BRADLEY:  I have words in my14

written testimony here.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  If you want to16

read that, that's fine.17

MR. BRADLEY:  It would address18

that, I think.19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.20

MR. BRADLEY:  If GW had such a21

plan in place, presumably they would have22
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revealed it.  Instead they seek another four1

years.  That's what they told us.  They want2

another four years, I'm taking that from a3

recent email from Alicia, to develop a plan4

and then not implement it until the year 20115

or sometime during that next ten year plan.6

That is a very long stretch of time to develop7

a plan which they say they already have a plan8

and yet they want to have quarterly meetings9

with us and go into this.10

Now I brought up the storm water11

issue back prior to 2002 in one of these12

community meetings and I was told at that time13

by a George Washington official, the14

predecessor of Fred Segel (phonetic) who was15

a wonderful boon for all of us, he's done a16

great job, that George Washington was not17

responsible for storm water once it left their18

campus.  No more discussion.  19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Well, have you20

had conversations with WASA or the Department21

of Environment yourself?22
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MR. BRADLEY:  Not about storm1

water problems on their campus.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay. 3

MR. BRADLEY:  I had extensive4

dealings with WASA in 2002 when the culvert5

went in.  It went in, GW put it in under6

duress.  They were told by WASA, Department of7

Health and whatnot that if they did not put8

that culvert in their project was going to be9

shut down.  That was Sommers.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Their athletic11

field project.12

MR. BRADLEY:  Yes.13

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  So just -14

- I'm now just talking to everybody right now.15

MR. BRADLEY:  Yes.  We're having a16

conversation.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  But this is the18

process.  We have a limited amount of19

influence on this particular matter and what20

happens is if there's something that's21

proposed in the context of a building project22
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like the athletic field that it's the1

Department of Environment or then the2

Department of Health or WASA that imposed3

these conditions to make sure that matter is4

under control.5

MR. BRADLEY:  Well, they certainly6

should be brought in.  There's no question7

about that.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  They were9

brought in at the building permit stage.10

MR. BRADLEY:  Well, maybe we can11

get them in earlier, but I don't think they'll12

come in earlier.13

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  No, they don't.14

They won't.  They don't do that.  Okay.15

Anyone else have questions for the panel?16

MR. McCLAIN:  Madame Chair, you17

raised the issue of screening.  May I address18

that?19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  You know, I20

really would wish you would do that in a21

written submission and --22
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MR. McCLAIN:  Even if they're in1

violation of their current campus plan.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  That's what I3

would like  to know.4

MR. McCLAIN:  All right.5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  That's what I6

would like to know.7

MR. PASHAYAN:  Madame Chair,8

pardon me.  With all due respect, I think I9

had a minute left of when I quit.  I would be10

happy to give it to you.11

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  You know, one of12

the things that I said in my opening statement13

is that time cannot be ceded from one14

individual to another.15

MR. PASHAYAN:  Oh, I didn't hear16

that.  Sorry.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Ms.18

Dwyer, any questions for these gentlemen?19

MS. DWYER:  I have a couple of20

questions and for Mr. Bradley.  I'm just21

trying to understand.  I think you said -- I22
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think I heard you say in your testimony that1

the concrete headwall that the university2

installed is working.  Is that correct?3

MR. BRADLEY:  They didn't really4

install a headwall.  Excuse me.  The headwall5

was already there.  Culvert was installed.6

They've piled rocks up against it which it7

held.  As far as we know at this point in8

time, the headwall is working.  But as I9

pointed out, storm water damage is not always10

readily apparent.11

MS. DWYER:  Right.  But at this12

point in time, the storm water issue there13

because of the headwall and the rocks and the14

work that was done is working and your concern15

is about something in the future.16

MR. BRADLEY:  Hm-hm (yes).17

MS. DWYER:  Okay.  Can you18

identify on that map which of those lots19

abutting the university  in that northwest20

corner is yours?21

MR. BRADLEY:  All those lots, Ms.22
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Dwyer, up on Berkeley Terrace.1

MS. DWYER:  Well, there are two at2

the top that are on W Street as well as3

Berkeley.  They are through lots.4

MR. BRADLEY:  These?5

MS. DWYER:  Yes.  Are either of6

those your properties?7

MR. BRADLEY:  No.8

MS. DWYER:  Is one of those Ms.9

Weinstein's property?10

MR. BRADLEY:  It's possible that11

this one is.  I'm not quite sure from --12

MS. DWYER:  And did you have a13

chance to review her letter in the record14

saying that --15

MR. BRADLEY:  No.16

MS. DWYER:  -- she has not had any17

storm water issues?18

MR. BRADLEY:  She has had storm19

water issues, not at her house, but down in20

the -- down here, but that was back when the21

flood occurred after the new culvert was22
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installed in 2002.  It overflowed because the1

entrance to the culvert had gotten clogged up.2

GW had not properly maintained it and there3

was a virtual lake in there.  I tried to bring4

some photographs, but I couldn't round them5

up.6

MS. DWYER:  All right.  But have7

you recently spoken with Ms. Weinstein or have8

reviewed her letter on the record --9

MR. BRADLEY:  No.10

MS. DWYER:  -- indicating that11

even with the --12

MR. BRADLEY:  No, I answered that.13

MS. DWYER:  -- last storm there14

were no storm water issues.15

MR. BRADLEY:  I have not spoken to16

Ms. Weinstein and I have not read her letter17

in the record.18

MS. DWYER:  And where is your19

property on that map?20

MR. BRADLEY:  It's not on the map.21

MS. DWYER:  So you are further22
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down W Street --1

MR. BRADLEY:  It's right in here2

somewhere.3

MS. DWYER:  All right.  So you're4

several lots removed from the university5

campus at that location.6

MR. BRADLEY:  Hm-hm (yes).  I'm7

among the three properties that had sinkholes8

in our front lawn.9

MS. DWYER:  Right and is it10

possible that the sinkholes and issues11

associated with your property have to do with12

runoff from other houses or 46th Street or the13

park across the street from your property?14

MR. BRADLEY:  I don't believe so15

because since the culvert was put in and the16

water was diverted and the old pipe was sealed17

up we haven't had any sinkholes.18

MS. DWYER:  All right.  So no19

sinkholes since what year?20

MR. BRADLEY:  The new culvert went21

in in what year?  Do you remember?  Do you22



156

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

have your record?1

MR. McCLAIN:  I think it was 2002.2

MS. DWYER:  I think it was 2002.3

MR. BRADLEY:  2002.  So we have4

not had sinkholes since the new culvert went5

in.  Yes.6

MS. DWYER:  So from 2002 to the7

present, you have not had problems with storm8

water runoff.9

MR. BRADLEY:  No.10

MS. DWYER:  Great.  Thank you.11

MR. BRADLEY:  And I hope we don't,12

but we're still concerned about how leakage13

there is.14

MS. DWYER:  The future.15

MR. BRADLEY:  I had a WASA person16

up there a little while ago and, of course, we17

have damage down at 48th and W in the street,18

subsurface, and it's quite possible that19

leakage is occurring and flowing down through20

the old cavity.21

MS. DWYER:  Given your interest in22
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this, do you think you could perhaps get WASA1

to meet with yourself and other neighbors and2

the university and meet jointly to address3

these issues?4

MR. BRADLEY:  We'd certainly be5

happy to do it.6

MS. DWYER:  Thank you.7

MR. BRADLEY:  But you'll find WASA8

-- I don't know how much experience you've had9

with WASA down at the operating level.  But --10

MS. DWYER:  Hopefully, if we all11

work together, we can get them to meet with12

all the neighbors and address some of the13

other issues that are non university related.14

Mr. McClain, I wanted to just ask15

you.  You seem to indicate that or suggest16

that there are all of these meetings to work17

out this agreement with the Berkeley Terrace18

neighbors and that W Street was not involved.19

Did you attend the October 19, 2006 quarterly20

meeting at which this project was discussed?21

MR. McCLAIN:  Yes.22
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MS. DWYER:  And the January 25th1

quarterly meeting?2

MR. McCLAIN:  I don't know about3

that.4

MS. DWYER:  How about the meetings5

that were specific to the Pelham Project which6

included the Berkeley Terrace neighbors, W7

Street, ANC and anyone who was interested?8

Did you attend that meeting on May 30th?9

MR. McCLAIN:  Gary Grote --10

MS. DWYER:  I'm just asking if you11

attended the May 30th meeting.12

MR. McCLAIN:  No.  I'm going to13

tell you the answer to your question.14

MS. DWYER:  It's a simple yes or15

no.  Did you attend the May 30th meeting?16

MR. McCLAIN:  I don't know the17

date.  I'm going to give you a context for me18

to answer that question.  Basically, Gary19

Grote invited me.  He said they have this20

problem with Pelham.  He said come to the21

meeting.  They had a meeting.  Everyone was22
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there.  There must have been 25 people there.1

Basically, it was decided that the2

Pelham people, I mean, the Berkeley Terrace3

people had the most concerns.  They  would4

take the lead because --You remember the fight5

we had in 2000 and all the neighbors got6

together.  We let them take the lead on it and7

if they could come to an agreement, it would8

be okay with us.  But we didn't know the9

agreement was going to imply things that went10

off to 2030.  We just thought it was around11

the Pelham building.12

MS. DWYER:  So you left it up to -13

-14

MR. McCLAIN:  So we were at that15

meeting.  I was at that meeting.16

MS. DWYER:  And what about the17

meeting after that, the June 12th meeting?18

MR. McCLAIN:  I don't know.  I19

don't know the dates.20

MS. DWYER:  And what about the21

June 27th meeting?  Did you attend that one?22
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MR. McCLAIN:  June, yes.1

MS. DWYER:  So it's fair to say2

that you attended to your recollection3

probably four meetings or at least five4

meetings on this project in which you had the5

chance to express your views.6

MR. McCLAIN:  Two meetings until7

they formed the new agreement and then after8

they formed the new agreement, I've gone to9

two or three meetings.  That's right.10

MS. DWYER:  And your primary11

concern is that after essentially telling the12

Berkeley Terrace neighbors since they were the13

ones looking at the building and the most14

impacted, after telling them to work something15

out with the university, you disagree with the16

agreement they worked out and therefore have17

chosen to step in and oppose.18

MR. McCLAIN:  Yes.  I think the W19

Street people feel that the agreement that20

they came to is way outside the bounds of what21

we anticipated and that it does have impacts22
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to us to 2030 and that we're concerned and I1

think we've expressed that tonight and we need2

more time to work it out with the university3

and I think we've expressed that tonight.4

MS. DWYER:  But the issues that5

you've raised, the landscaping, storm water,6

all those other issues, you could have raised7

them at all these meetings in October,8

January, May and June if they were of such9

concern to you.10

MR. McCLAIN:  Well, Maureen,11

there's a slight problem here.  The campus12

plan is not supposed to come up for another13

three years, but there are issues within the14

Pelham that deal that override the campus plan15

to set up what's going to happen at the campus16

plan that impact us.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.   Can you18

guys like do this on your own time because --19

MS. DWYER:  Yes.20

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  -- it's not21

helpful to us?22
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MS. DWYER:  I'm done with my1

questioning.  Thank you.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank3

you.4

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madame Chair, I5

have a comment.6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Yes.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Mr. Bradley, you8

mentioned -- I think it's Bradley or Brady.9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Bradley.10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Bradley.  I'm11

sorry.  Mr. Bradley, you mentioned your12

experience with WASA.  I don't know if this is13

appropriate, but I'm going to give you a name,14

John Frye, because I've heard enough about15

storm water.  He probably will kill me.  But16

I want you to call John Frye.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  We are on the18

webcast, too.  So I --19

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  That's all20

right.21

MR. BRADLEY:  F-R-Y.22
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VICE CHAIR HOOD:  F-R-Y-E.  John1

Frye.  Not for everybody to call him though.2

(Laughter.)3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Because I'm4

really --5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Do you want to6

give his phone number too?7

(Laughter.)8

MR. BRADLEY:  Do you know what his9

title is so to speak?10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm not sure of11

his title.  All you have to do is call WASA12

and that's who you're looking for.13

MR. BRADLEY:  Okay.14

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Tell him Anthony15

Hood said to call.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  You can tell him17

Anthony Hood asked you to call.18

MR. BRADLEY:  Thank you.19

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Now you can do20

that and I'm sure you'll get some results.21

I'll tell you, Madame Chair, why it comes back22
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up.  While I understand it's not directly in1

front, I'm very concerned.  I'm hearing a lot2

about storm water and something needs to be3

addressed from what I'm hearing.4

The other thing is I think, Mr.5

Pashayan.6

MR. PASHAYAN:  Yes.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  You mentioned8

about the  views.  How far away and help me.9

I guess you got my drift about the -- Okay.10

I was going to ask you how far away you were11

and I was going to ask the Applicant to give12

me a view for the folks on W Street to show me13

the first, second and third level to your14

response to what you asked for.  So that's one15

thing I will be asking for, Madame Chair,16

because I do want to see those views from the17

first, second and third floors.18

But how many feet is it from maybe19

your front, your entrance, to the building?20

MR. PASHAYAN:  Well, counting W21

Street as per Council's suggestion as part of22
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the distance, although I would observe as an1

aside that it would be very difficult to put2

landscape, plants and trees, in W Street.  So3

it's obviously going to be an open area which4

is different from the 125 feet that separates5

the residents from Pelham where you could fill6

in 125 feet worth of density.7

It would be 90 feet plus the width8

of the street which is not terribly wide.9

Call it 20 feet.  Is that a fair width?10

Eighteen feet, something like that for W11

Street.12

PARTICIPANT:  (Off the13

microphone.) It's at least 20 feet.14

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I think he's15

asking the distance from Pelham.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Right.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Which is the18

project before us.19

MR. PASHAYAN:  From Pelham.20

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Yes.21

MR. PASHAYAN:  Well, all these22
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things are related.  I'm not trying to be1

obtuse at all.  But the point of the matter is2

that because of the some of the decisions made3

as Mr. McClain has tried to point out with the4

Pelham thing that goes beyond the building per5

se, when you look at those two massive6

proposed buildings on the corner of W Street7

and Foxhall right there, those are the8

proposed buildings.  Those are not the small,9

nice little existing buildings.  Those are the10

proposed buildings.  They haven't and they11

won't say how many more students or where else12

they could put them.  That's the concern.  So13

from our perspective on that end of W Street,14

we're looking ahead to that.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Just to be16

clear, the view --17

MR. PASHAYAN:  Yes, but from18

Pelham.19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  The views that20

you were concerned about that Mr. Hood was21

going to intervene on your behalf to get --22
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MR. PASHAYAN:  Yes.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  -- were not of2

Pelham.  They were of these --3

MR. PASHAYAN:  Well, it would be4

of Pelham too, but --5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  It's not Pelham,6

too, because those buildings, first of all,7

they're not before us.8

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I can't ask for9

that.  I want to make that clear.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And the11

footprints and the sizes of those buildings12

was approved as part of the campus plan.  So13

those are -- They will come back at some point14

and the idea that they shouldn't be there,15

that's water over the dam already.16

MR. PASHAYAN:  Well, we're talking17

about the landscape buffer.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.19

MR. PASHAYAN:  And it's different20

from whether or not the buildings ought to be21

there.22
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CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.1

MR. PASHAYAN:  How far is it from2

there to the Pelham?  I don't know.  That3

would be hard to estimate.  Maybe 700 feet.4

I don't know.  Maybe 800.  I don't know.  But5

I'm quite sure you could see it much more6

easily from the second and third floors than7

from the sidewalk.8

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm still going9

to ask for those views.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  That's fine.  I11

just want to be sure we know what we're asking12

for.13

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Just in terms of14

the buildings that's in front of us.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Thank you.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Right.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Anyone else?18

And Ms. Gates, did I give you a chance to ask19

cross examination questions?  Would you like20

to?21

MS. GATES:  One of the statements22
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that was made by the Berkeley Terrace1

neighbors in justification for their agreement2

was working out a balance on the campus.3

Looking at that campus plan and I'll address4

this to you, Mr. McClain, does it appear that5

the Pelham Building by itself offsets all the6

other buildings shown on that campus?  Is7

there a balance?8

MR. McCLAIN:  I don't know.  I9

mean, it looks like an awful lot is over there10

on W Street compared to over there near the11

tennis courts where Pelham is going to go.  I12

would have to say it's not balanced just13

because of the buildings that already exist.14

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank15

you.  Thank you all very much.  Anyone else16

who would like to testify in opposition?17

(No response.)18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Ms.19

Dwyer.20

MS. DWYER:  In closing, I just21

wanted to point out a couple of things.  One22
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is this is a further processing application1

and the focus of this application is on the2

Pelham Building, the Pelham Replacement3

Building.  Does the height, design, location4

of that building meeting the Zoning5

regulations in terms of not having any6

objectionable impact?7

We believe that we have met that8

test.  As the university has indicated, given9

the fact that this building is closest to the10

Berkeley Terrace neighbors and the access road11

is closest to the St. Patrick's, the12

university did spend a lot of time negotiating13

with those neighbors and we believe that in14

terms of the design, in terms of lowering one15

wing by one story, in terms of the way we've16

treated the windows, the landscaping, we have17

fully addressed the issues so as to be18

entitled to special exception relief for that19

building.20

The issues that have been raised21

by the opposition are campus plan issues.22
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They are not before you today.  We are not1

proposing any change to the W Street2

buildings, to anything that was approved in3

the campus plan.  It may be that we will4

propose changes when we come back in 2011 with5

regard to a new campus plan.  But at this6

point in time, we are not changing any of the7

conditions or commitments under the existing8

campus plan.9

As I said at the beginning, the W10

Street access is still closed.  So there's no11

vehicular access.  We are within the12

population caps and are proposing no changes13

to the enrollment projections or the14

population caps.  We are not proposing any15

changes to the location of buildings or to any16

of the uses that take place on the campus.  So17

in all respects, the existing campus plan18

remains and the only issue is this particular19

building.20

We are fully committed as a21

continuing part of the quarterly meeting22
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process to meet with the neighbors and to1

bring to you in three years a new campus plan2

that we hope will address all of their3

concerns, but that is not before you today. 4

And, I think, one of the reasons5

the university indicated that it wasn't able6

to reach agreement with the W Street neighbors7

is that a lot of those issues are premature.8

It's speculative to say what will or will not9

happen.  This is the last project.   The10

university has committed this is the last11

project that will be built on this campus12

plan.  The next time the university is before13

you will be with a new campus plan and we14

believe that as with regards to this project,15

we have met all of the requirements.16

We have the support of the Office17

of Planning.  We have the support of the18

Department of Transportation.  The university19

has explained how this project will improve20

storm water management on that portion of the21

campus.  All of that will be reviewed by the22



173

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

Department of Environment and D.C. WASA as1

part of the permit process and we comply with2

all D.C. requirements.3

So I think with respect to this4

project we meet the special exception and we5

would ask for your approval of the building6

and the design of this project and leave for7

the campus plan which is the appropriate venue8

the other issues which we will have to address9

over the next few years.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank11

you.  I just do want to say in -- We're well12

aware of what's in front of us.  I mean, I13

understand your emphasizing it, but I do also14

want to say that you've invited this on15

yourselves by the scope of the agreement.  So16

it's understandable why the neighbors are17

taking issue beyond the immediate scope of18

what's in front of us.  I just want to make19

that point on their behalf.20

We have some things we need to get21

in the record.22
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MS. DWYER:  Yes.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And since we are2

not going to get all the materials in and3

comments in by our August break, let's just4

work backwards from September and then that5

will give you additional time to meet and talk6

with the neighbors further.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I just have a8

question, Madame Chair.  So we won't be able9

to deal with this July 30th.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  No.  Because11

I'll be here for the September meeting.  I12

promise.13

MS. DWYER:  If I could.  Is it14

possible to be considered on July 30th?  I15

mean --16

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Well, you have17

some work to do.18

MS. DWYER:  We do, but I think the19

issues, the three issues --20

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And I would like21

you to take a little more time to meet with22
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the neighbors rather than rush this.1

MS. DWYER:  Hm-hm (yes).2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I think another3

month, August isn't the optimal time.  But I4

think if everybody just take a step back, talk5

these things through, I think you can make a6

lot of progress especially with an amended7

landscaping plan that deals with the screening8

issues.  I think you can make a lot of9

progress.  So I would ask you to take that10

time.11

MS. DWYER:  All right.  Thank you.12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Ms. Schellin.13

MS. SCHELLIN:  So should we give14

them to the end of July to provide their15

additional responses and then allow the ANC16

two weeks to respond or do you want more than17

that?18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  How does that19

work?  If you would come up to the table.20

Nobody meets in August.  When is the September21

meeting for the Commission?22
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MS. SCHELLIN:  It is the 10th, the1

second Monday.2

MS. GATES:  Do you have a3

calendar?  We would meet the first Wednesday.4

MS. SCHELLIN:  Of September?5

MS. GATES:  Yes.6

MS. SCHELLIN:  That would be the7

fifth.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  When is your9

July meeting?  You already had it or you're10

going to have it this week?11

MS. GATES:  It's on my birthday.12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Oh, July 4th.13

What a great day to have a birthday.14

Fireworks go off on your birthday.  Isn't that15

great?16

MS. GATES:  It's the 11th.17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  It's the 11th.18

Okay.19

MS. SCHELLIN:  So that's a week20

from this Wednesday.21

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Let's do this.22
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Let's have a special public meeting in like1

the week after the 10th.2

MS. SCHELLIN:  Of August or3

September?4

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  No, September.5

Okay.  Do we have a hearing or anything?6

MS. SCHELLIN:  Not yet, but we7

will.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.9

MS. SCHELLIN:  How about the 20th10

which would be the following Thursday after11

our regular meeting?12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  What about the13

Monday after?14

MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I'm on borrowed16

time then.  So I just want to --17

MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.  6:00 p.m.?18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  So the19

date of that is going to be the 17th?20

MS. SCHELLIN:  The 17th.21

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  So that22
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will give you all --1

MS. GATES:  September 17th.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  September 17th.3

We'll put you guys on for a special public4

meeting September 17th for a decision.5

MS. SCHELLIN:  All right.  Now6

when do you want the Applicant to -- We need7

to give them two dates.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  End of July.9

MS. SCHELLIN:  End of July.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  We'll give you11

until the end of July.12

MS. SCHELLIN:  July 30th.13

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And that gives14

the ANC -- 15

MS. SCHELLIN:  Until?16

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  -- the entire of17

August plus.18

MS. SCHELLIN:  Yes, and then we19

would need the ANC if we're going to do the20

special public meeting then, they would need21

to file their responses by 3:00 p.m. September22
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10th.1

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  How is that?2

And that will give you -- You all can continue3

to meet in the meantime and make whatever4

progress you're able to.5

MS. DWYER:  All right.  Can we6

review this?7

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Yes.8

MS. SCHELLIN:  And also if the9

parties choose to provide draft orders, that10

also would be due September 10th.11

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.  So the12

amendment that you're seeking you will13

complete the allocation process.14

MS. DWYER:  Right.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And show where16

the --17

MS. DWYER:  The allocation with --18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  -- will come19

from.  You'll submit for our consideration an20

amended landscaping plan.21

MS. DWYER:  Correct.22
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CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  That will1

include alternative screening for the HVAC2

equipment or whatever which was intended to be3

screened by the vegetation that won't grow.4

MS. DWYER:  That's correct.5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Why don't you6

just say it so I don't misspeak.7

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I was8

wondering, Madame Chair, if we could get some9

clarification on the waste water collection10

and runoff that we saw on the portion by -- in11

this area.  We talked about the program but12

the question came up.  One of the neighbors13

said that there are no culverts in the street.14

So is the water simply running down the street15

into W Street or is it being collected?  I16

guess there's a question that we'd like to --17

I'd like to see if how that water is being18

handled.19

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  All right.  What20

happens on W Street with regard to waste water21

collection and runoff from the campus.22
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COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  On the1

access road.  It sounds like the access road2

is a big issue that you may have -- I'm not3

sure how the drainage works on the grounds and4

everything else, but it sounded like from the5

existing road there's no catch basins or6

culverts and water still may be just running7

down the street going out onto W Street.  I'm8

not sure.  So I guess just to try to clarify9

what the concerns are and see if that's being10

indeed captured by your plan.11

MS. DWYER:  Okay.12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  And then13

finally, if you could provide us some views of14

the Pelham Project from the houses on W Street15

and maybe using the house at the corner of W16

and Foxhall as a point of reference and how17

did you want, how many, those done, Mr. Hood?18

From the first floor?  From the second?19

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  How many floors20

are there?  I think --21

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I don't know.22
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He said that there were definitely as many as1

three.2

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  At least one or3

two floors.  I don't think all three.  Maybe4

at least the first floor.  Either the first5

and third or the first and second.6

PARTICIPANT:  May just say the7

bedroom floor would be --8

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  The bedroom9

floor.  The general floor that's all.  The10

bedroom floor.11

MS. DWYER:  So you want a view --12

Wait.  Apart from going into their homes and13

taking the photo, obviously we can't do that.14

What we could do is a drawing that shows given15

the elevations what the likely elevation is of16

the second floor and therefore  how that would17

-- and whether this building is below that18

elevation or not.  But it still wouldn't say19

whether someone standing there who happens to20

look down -- I mean it's going to be very21

difficult to show that.  We'll do our best.22
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CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  I think there1

was just by way of example when Mr. Hood asked2

about the view from W Street and the buildings3

off in the distance and the point of reference4

was an individual standing on the road.5

MS. DWYER:  Right.6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  So now the point7

of reference is an individual up --8

MS. DWYER:  Up to --9

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  You know, 2010

feet in the air.11

MS. DWYER:  Right.  Twenty feet.12

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  -- looking13

perhaps the same distance towards Pelham.14

MS. SCHELLIN:  Madame Chair, just15

one clarification.  Is the record closed16

except for those things or are you going to17

leave it open for others?18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  No, I'm going to19

leave it open for folks to give us their20

opinion.21

MS. SCHELLIN:  Written.22
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CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. McClain is1

going to give us some feedback on the2

screening and other things.3

MS. SCHELLIN:  Okay.4

MS. GATES:  Madame Chair, there5

are no parties.  Correct?6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Correct.7

MS. GATES:  Thank you.8

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Hm-hm (yes).9

Except ANC, of course.10

MS. GATES:  Right.11

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Anything else,12

Ms. Dwyer, that you have.13

MS. DWYER:  I just want to14

confirm.  So our filing is due July 30th.15

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Yes.16

MS. DWYER:  And then the ANC has17

until September.18

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  September 5th.19

No, September 10th because their meeting's on20

the --21

MS. DWYER:  And the ANC is the22
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only party.  So the ANC is the only one that1

gets to respond to our filing.2

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Correct.3

MS. DWYER:  And gets to do the4

draft order.5

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Correct.6

MS. DWYER:  I just want to7

clarify.8

MS. SCHELLIN:  Filed by 3:00 p.m.9

each of those filing deadlines.10

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Yes, and then11

we'll have the special public meeting on the12

17th.13

MS. DWYER:  All right.  Thank you.14

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Mr. McClain.15

MR. McCLAIN:  I'm sorry.  When are16

we supposed to file our stuff?17

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  You can file any18

time up to July 30th anything you want and if19

you want to respond to anything that the20

Applicant submits, you have to do it through21

the ANC because beyond July 30th, they will be22
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the only ones that have the prerogative to1

respond.2

MR. McCLAIN:  Very good.  Thank3

you.4

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  Okay.5

MS. DWYER:  Thank you.6

CHAIRMAN MITTEN:  All right.  Very7

good.  Thank you all for your participation,8

patience, all that good stuff and have a happy9

Fourth of July and if it's your birthday have10

a good time.  Off the record.11

(Whereupon, at 9:23 p.m., the12

above-entitled matter was concluded.)13
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